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Note FroM THE EprTORS

This book is the culmination of the 2003 Dartmouth Foreign Study Program in Tropical
Ecology. However, we see it as more than just a compilation of research projects written by fifteen
Dgrtmouth stuclients. These papers are the result of ten weeks of intense ecological study in Costa
Rica and Jamaica. While rereading these papers, we were greatly impressed upon by the individual
talents of each of our peers and by the many accomplishments achieved during the term. Our blood
sweat, and tears (literally!) went into each of these projects to make them a success. However, we ,
were reminded that many people were there to help us along the way. ' ,

In Costa Rica, we would like to thank everyone at each field site for bestowing their knowl-
edge upon us and making us feel at home. At Palo Verde, we thank NicoleTurner for her enthusiastic
welcome and Dr. Eugenio Gonzalez for sharing the challenges facing the Rio Tempisque watershed
We thank the cooks at Santa Rosa for having hot chocolate and cookies waiting for us after long .
nights of turtle hunting. At Monteverde, the cooks and housekeeping staff treated us to wonderful
meals and accommodations, Dr. Alan Pound gave us his thoughts on climate change and the forever
lost golden toads, and Dr. Richard Laval provided us with the opportunity to get up close and per-
sopal with bats. Thanks to Carlos Solano in Cerro for his wisdom about plants, and for driving
Mitch and David back to Santa Rosa in a time of great need. In Corcovado, thanks to the staff who
kept us fed and well supplied with toilet paper, and to the volunteers who made sure we didn’t miss a
meal. At Las Cruces, Rodo toured us around the beautiful gardens, and we appreciated his knowl-
edge and humor. In La Selva, Drs. Deborah and David Clark taught us about their research and

conservation efforts in tropical forests, and Becky Bixby introduced us to the wide world of diatoms
We also would like to send generous thanks to the people of the Organization for Tropical Studies. -

Their field stations were top notch, and without them we would have never gotten around the coun-
try successfully.

‘ In Jamaica, we Would like to thank Dr. Peter Gayle for making us feel absolutely at home at
the Discovery Bay Marine Lab, Anthony for being an excellent dive master, Mts. Smiley for her

zummy food and beautiful lemon meringue pies, and to Dalton and Robert for showing us a good
ime.

. Einally, our professors, Dick Holmes, David Peart, and John Gilbert constantly amazed us
w1tch their knowledge and enthusiasm. We are extremely appreciative of their input and constant
guldgnce. Our TA’s, Jay Lennon and Pauline Roberts were invaluable to us as editors, computer
repairmen, and grocery shoppers. We will all miss their support for our ideas, and most of all their
fr’lendsh1p. Craig Layne, the true answer man, was there for us in every capacity. We appreciated
his lectures about sea turtles and mangroves, leading our moonlit caiman hunts, and intense games of

soccer. He has more energy then all of us put together, and has truly been invaluable in our
Dartmouth ecology careers.

To' all of the ZOQ3 FSPers, we hope you read this book and remember not only the hard work
that went into these projects, but also the experiences we shared together in these beautiful countries.

Gina and Kim
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