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NoOTE FROM THE EDITORS

This book is the final product of the 2002 Dartmouth College Foreign Study Program
in Tropical Ecology. It is a compilation of short-term research projects by sixteen lucky ecol-
ogy students given a chance to ponder some of the most varied and complex ecosystems in
the world. Putting these papers together over the spring and summer, we had a chance to
reflect on this awesome experience and the work our group produced. In that time, we have
become even more impressed by our fellow FSP’ers and the people who helped us find our
way in such spectacularly unfamiliar places. We wonder how we could have had so much
fun and learned so much without the assistance of the many people who made this trip such
a success.

In Costa Rica, we would like to thank the scientists and staff at each of the field sta-
tions for their knowledge and goodwill. In Palo Verde, Nicole made us feel welcome and Dr.
Eugenio Gonzalez shared with us the challenges facing the Rio Tempisque watershed. At
Monteverde, Dr. Carl Rettenmeyer gave a fine talk on army ants and their mite symbionts,
and Dr. Richard Laval introduced some reluctant bats to our group. At Cerro, Carlos Solano
offered his insight about the forests near his home and treated us to fresh trout. The rugged
folks of La Sirena Biological Station in Corcovado kept us fed and looked the other way when
Lindsay’s frisby repeatedly collided with the station. At Las Cruces, Rodo answered all our
questions and the cooks treated us to the finest gallo pinto we have ever tasted. AtLa Selva,
Dr. David Clark and Antonio showed off a magic trick from outer space called GIS and gave
the rest of us some insight into what Kristen had been talking about since Palo Verde. We also
want to thank the Organization for Tropical Studies. The people at OTS oversaw much of the
logistics for the Costa Rica portion of the program (including arranging for the fine meals
served during our sweet stay on the beach in Santa Rosa). Their help ensured that our time in
Costa Rica was as comfortable as possible.

In Jamaica, we would like to thank Dr. Peter Gayle for granting us unfettered access to
the resources of DBML, Mrs. Smiley for filling our bellies, Brown for trusting us with his
boats, and Robert and Dalton for showing us what Jamaican birthdays are all about.

Our professors, Dick Holmes, Matt Ayres and John Gilbert were always available, lend-
ing their substantial experience and insight to our efforts. We are grateful for their knowl-
edge, enthusiasm and willingness to challenge us. Our TA’s, Rich Hofstetter and Matt Fagan
were indispensable as editors, advisors and friends. We wish them the best of luck in their
future endeavors and hope they had as much fun with us as we had with them. Craig Layne
proved he is the best football player, the biggest sea turtle and the most rocking lab coordina-
tor. He also brought a cassette of the Pats SuperBowl victory to a couple of guys from Boston
who could not have believed it any other way. We want to thank Craig for making sure that
we had fun during the FSP and in all our other ecology classes at Dartmouth.

Finally, we want to thank Matt Burke and Kristin Nowak for putting the photo pages
together, and Jen Butcher for her beautiful drawings. To all the participants of the 2002 FSP,

we hope this book brings back fond memories of the times we shared.

Flora, Kate and Mike
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