
 

 

 

Health Professions Program 

Meet Your Pre-Health Peer Mentors! 
 

 
Cindy Takigawa ‘21 
Co-Director of the Pre-Health Peer Mentors 
Cindy.A.Takigawa.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
My name is Cindy Takigawa and I am a '21 from a suburb south 
of Los Angeles. I am a Biology major with a concentration in 
Biochemistry. My interest in medicine was sparked during my 
freshman summer when I interned at a non-profit clinic assisting 

patients with applications for subsidized healthcare coverage. On-campus, I volunteer with the 
Patient Support Corps at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, conduct cancer research with the 
Geisel School of Medicine, and serve as the co-director of Camp Kesem, a national non-profit that 
serves families who have been impacted by a parent’s cancer. To get fresh air, I love to go on 
long runs and am currently training for the 2021 LA marathon. 
 

Yvonne “Bonnie” Shea ‘21 
Co-Director of the Pre-Health Peer Mentors 
Yvonne.M.Shea.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hi! I am Bonnie (Yvonne) Shea and I am a ‘21 from Atlanta, GA. I am a 
neuroscience major and play on the women’s soccer team. I was a 
research assistant in Dr. Nautiyal’s neuroscience lab and now I volunteer 
for the autoimmune registry. Two years ago, I studied abroad in Lyon, 

France. I am a member of the Nathan Smith Society. In my free time, I love to hike, swim, and 
explore the upper valley with my friends. I also love watching jeopardy and greys anatomy! I can’t 
wait to meet all of you and would love to get to know you over a coffee or a meal. Please feel 
free to reach me anytime! 
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Nikhil Lele ‘21 
Co-Director of the Pre-Health Peer Mentors 
Nikhil.S.Lele.21@dartmouth.edu 
  
Hi! My name is Nikhil Lele and I am a '21 from Sudbury, Massachusetts. I am 
a biology major with a concentration in human biology and also a minor in 
mathematics and global health. Outside of the classroom, I was a research 
assistant in Robert Hill's lab in the biology department. I am also involved in 

club soccer and intramural basketball. I like to shadow as part of the Nathan Smith Society 
shadowing program at DHMC and sometimes write for the Dartmouth Undergraduate Journal of 
Science. I also do community outreach for the Kidney Disease Screening and Awareness Program 
and co-direct the pre-health mentor corps. In my off terms, I have interned in the cystic fibrosis 
center at Boston Children's Hospital and been a clinical intern for a company that makes diabetes 
treatments. For fun, I like to play sports, hang out with friends, and go to Foco. One of my favorite 
spots to study on campus is the Orozco mural room. 
 

Ali Dickstein ‘22 
Alison.F.Dickstein.22@dartmouth.edu  
 
Hi! My name is Ali Dickstein and I am a '22 from Mercer Island, Washington. I 
am a Neuroscience (and maybe Chemistry) major and a Spanish minor. On-
campus, I am a research assistant in Professor Duchaine's Social Perception Lab 
in the Neuro department. I am also part of Dartmouth EMS and volunteer for 
ASPIRE, spending time with kids that have autism. Additionally, I am a member 

of Sheba Dance Troupe and involved with Greek Life. For the past four summers, I've worked at 
the UW Autism Center, implementing a behavioral treatment program for kids with ASD and 
ADHD. I also volunteer at Seattle Children's Stanley Stamm Camp, an overnight camp for 
medically fragile children. In my free time, you can find me doing yoga, taking long "Woccoms" 
with friends, and searching for the best London Fog in the Upper Valley. I would love to get to 
know you all – please feel free to reach out if you have any questions! 
 

Anna Nguyen ‘21 
Anna.D.Nguyen.21@dartmouth.edu  
 
Hi! My name is Anna Nguyen. I am a '21 from Atlanta, Georgia. I am a 
Biology major with minors in Global Health and potentially Chemistry. 
Currently, I am working as a research assistant in Professor Brock 
Christensen's lab in the Epidemiology and Molecular Systems Biology 
department through a program known as DOOR (Dartmouth 

Opportunities for Oncology Research), and if you are interested in oncology research I would love 
to talk to you more about the DOOR program because my two summers apart of it were amazing. 
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Aside from research, on-campus I've been a Math 3 Learning Fellow and I am involved in Cancer 
Scholars. When I am not studying or doing research, you can catch me in the sauna at the alumni 
gym, at the cute cafes in town feeding my coffee addiction with friends, and somewhere in the 
Upper Valley with my Zipcar. I also enjoy unwinding with some chamomile tea and a book or a 
rom-com. Let's grab some coffee or a meal anywhere on campus and we can talk about anything 
you like so I can get to know you more. Please don't hesitate to email me and I can't wait to meet 
you! 

 
Antonio “Vitor” Souza ‘21 
Antonio.Vitor.B.Souza.21@dartmouth.edu  
 
Hi, my name is Vitor and I am a '21 from Sao Paulo, Brazil. I am interested in 
studying biology, medicine, and international development. I have worked in 
research labs both at Dartmouth and in a major cancer center, and I am 
considering writing a senior thesis in the Biology department. I volunteer at 

the DHMC with The Dartmouth Ears program, and I have volunteered for some time with the 
Public Health Council of the Upper Valley. My favorite activities at Dartmouth are skiing and 
kayaking, and I am always willing to go on a big study break to be active outside. I look forward 
to meeting you and am always willing to talk over coffee or a meal. 
 

Benjamin “Ben” Swett ‘21 
Benjamin.J.Swett.21@dartmouth.edu  
 
Hi! My name is Ben Swett and I'm a '21 from Exeter, New Hampshire. I'm 
majoring in Biological Chemistry and am a member of Dartmouth Men's 
Varsity Basketball. I enjoy spending time with children at the Upper Valley 
Haven or at DHMC around the holidays with the basketball team. I'm also a 
New Hampshire EMT with Dartmouth EMS and a CPR and First Aid 

instructor. During my off-term this past fall, I was able to conduct opioid research pertaining to 
C-section patients at the University of Michigan Hospital. At the University of Michigan, I was able 
to shadow trauma and burn surgeons, general surgeons, and orthopedic surgeons. While at 
home in Exeter, I volunteer for Meals on Wheels and End 68 Hours of Hunger. When not in class 
or on the basketball court, I enjoy hiking or golfing or playing games with friends. Please reach 
out to me with any questions or if you just want someone to talk to!  
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Cormac Zachar ‘22 
Cormac.A.Zachar.22@dartmouth.edu  
 
Hi! My name is Cormac Zachar and I’m a ‘22 from Crested Butte, Colorado. I’m 
majoring in biology with a concentration in human bio, as well as minoring in 
environmental science. On-campus, in addition to being a pre-health mentor 
I’m a member of the men’s lacrosse team. Outside of lacrosse, some of my 
favorite things to do are to fly fish and whitewater kayak both in the upper 

valley and back home in western Colorado. This fall, I’m spending my off term getting my EMT 
and Wilderness EMT certifications. I’m particularly interested in emergency and wilderness 
medicine, as I’ve become a wilderness first responder, rescue-certified scuba diver, and worked 
with search and rescue teams in Colorado over the past few years. I’m excited to get to know you 
and help in any way I can. I’m always available at both my email (see above) and my cell phone 
at 978-495-1810. 
 

Erin Kawakami ‘21 
Erin.M.Kawakami.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hi! My name is Erin Kawakami and I am a '21 from Palos Verdes Estates, 
California, majoring in Neuroscience and minoring in Human-Centered 
Design. Outside the classroom, I am a neurobiology researcher at UCLA's 
medical school and certified EMT. I am a Spanish tutor through the Academic 
Skills Center and am also a proud member of the Dartmouth Women's Soccer 

team and a student assistant at Kresge Physical Sciences Library. This Fall, I will be remote in 
Southern California, which means when I am not studying and training, l am at the beach surfing, 
stand-up paddleboarding, hiking, and/or biking. I am thrilled to meet you over a Zoom chat or 
maybe meet up in person (if you are in CA).  
 

Heavenly Zheng ‘21 
Heavenly.C.Zheng.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hi everyone! My name is Heavenly Zheng and I am a ’21 from Rockville, 
Maryland, majoring in Linguistics and minoring in Biology! On-campus, I am a 
research assistant in Professor C. Robertson McClung’s lab in the biology 
department. I am also a member of the Nathan Smith Society and shadow 
through this organization, and I also participated in the Pathways Scholars 

Program in my sophomore year. Outside of my healthcare-related activities, I also teach drill for 
the French department and am on the leadership team for the Thought Project Living Learning 
Community. When I’m not studying, you will probably find me hanging out with friends, cooking, 
practicing violin at the Hop, or binge-watching shows on Netflix! Please feel free to reach out 
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with any questions - I am a huge caffeine addict and would love to chat with any of you over a 
cup of coffee! I look forward to meeting everyone! 
 

Jay Kang ‘22 
Jay.H.Kang.22@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hi everyone! My name is Jay Kang, and I am a '22 from around Boulder, 
Colorado. I'm set to double major in Anthropology modified with Global 
Health, as well as Biology. On-campus, I love serving the local community 
through Hanover Community Kitchen as its Inclusivity Chair and with 
Dementia Scholars. I also serve as a UGA for first-year students and teach 

BLS classes with EMS. Since going remote, I have been working as a study group leader, a tutor 
through a site called GoPeer, and a part of the HAFA leadership team. Before quarantine, I was 
able to shadow doctors in several fields across Colorado, California, and New Hampshire. For 
research, I have worked with the Immunology department at DHMC and now work with Elizabeth 
Carpenter-Song and Anne Sosin at the Center for Global Health Equity on the impacts of COVID-
19 in rural New England. My summer after freshman year, I spent an off-term funded by DCSI in 
San Francisco working with a non-profit that worked to serve unhoused individuals by delivering 
mobile showers and other services. Since then, I have started an independent study through the 
Anthropology department to empower queer and BIPOC communities experiencing 
homelessness by researching their lived experiences regarding access to healthcare services. 
Outside all this though, I love running while taking a copious number of breaks, watching bad 
horror movies with friends, scream-singing to 2000s pop while driving, and binge-watching 
baking tutorials of desserts I will likely never make. Even though pre-health can be a daunting 
process, we are here for you! Please feel free to reach out with any questions or a good pun, and 
I hope to Zoom you all soon. 
 

Jeremy Rodriguez ‘22 
Jeremy.E.Rodriguez.22@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hello! My name is Jeremy Rodriguez and I am a ‘22 from New York City 
majoring in Anthropology modified with Biology and minoring in 
Public Policy. On-campus, I work as a student coordinator for OPAL 
and as a mentor under the Latinx and LGBTQIA+ student advising 
groups. Under OPAL, I have also chaired the Dartmouth Pride 

committee for two years and hope to continue taking on that project throughout my time at 
Dartmouth. I also volunteer with the Dartmouth Dementia Scholars program, participated in the 
HPP office’s Pathways to Medicine Program, and am an active participant in the shadowing 
program through the Nathan Smith Society. On two of my off terms, I have participated in a pre-
health internship at Columbia University Vagelos College P&S called NERA MedPrep. For my next 
off term, I hope to find work or an internship in research or a public-health related organization. 
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Outside of campus activities and classwork, I really enjoy swimming, practicing the French Horn 
in the basement of the HOP, being a foodie with friends, and getting out of Hanover and exploring 
the Upper Valley when I can. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions, advice, 
or just to socialize! I would love to know you over a meal or coffee/tea. I look forward to speaking 
with you! 

 
Jordyn Blew ‘21 
Jordyn.E.Blew.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hi! My name is Jordyn Blew and I'm a '21 from Scottsdale, Arizona, 
majoring in Biology with a concentration in non-human health and 
minoring in anthropology. At Dartmouth, I am a research assistant in 
Professor Ryan Calsbeek's frog lab in the Life Sciences Center. I am also 
the president of the Pre-Vet Society and love spending my time in 
Hanover canoeing on the river, sunsiking, or living in Collis. When I'm not 
at Dartmouth, I've worked as a wildlife medicine intern (ask me about 

my favorite mountain lion!), veterinary technician in small animal general practice, internal 
medicine veterinary technician, and surgery veterinary technician. I would love to talk veterinary 
medicine, being pre-health, or about your Dartmouth career at any time! Please reach out to me 
at the above email if you have any questions or want to chat! 
 

Kamila Zakowicz ‘22 
Kamila.Zakowicz.22@Dartmouth.edu  
 
Hi all! My name is Kamila Zakowicz, I am a '22 and a Philosophy 
modified with Classics major, Chemistry minor from Thousand 
Oaks, California. On-campus, I am a Clare Boothe Luce Scholar 
working in the Lee Lynd Lab Metabolic Engineering Group at 
Thayer and I am a research assistant to Dr. Joseph Rosen in the 

Engineering department. Outside of research, I am in the Dodecaphonics a capella group, and 
the Sugarplum contemporary dance group. When I am not in the lab or at rehearsal, you can find 
me talking at an egregiously loud volume at foco for hours at a time with my friends, hiking 
around the Upper Valley, or volunteering at the Upper Valley Haven food shelf. I would love to 
get to know you over zoom coffee/meal and eventually in person, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to me at the above email! I can't wait to meet you :) 
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Manuel Patino ‘22 
Manuel.L.Patino.22@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hello everyone! My name is Manuel Patiño and I'm a '22 from East Boston 
double majoring in Neuroscience and Hispanic Studies. Outside of the 
classroom, I work two jobs as a Spanish Drill instructor (think Spanish tutor) 
and a tour guide for the Admissions Office. I also volunteer with SEAD 
(Strengthening Educational Access at Dartmouth), which works with first-

generation, low-income high school students from the Upper Valley in their journey of getting 
into and succeeding in college. I dabbled in neuroscience research on campus during my first year 
and have done 2 summers' worth of neuroscience research in Boston. When I'm not studying, 
you can find me reading a good book in Spanish, playing board games with friends, or face timing 
with my family. 

 
Maxine Smith ‘22 
Maxine.E.Smith.22@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hello! Hello! Hello 24s! My name is Maxine Smith and I am a '22 from 
Yonkers, NY! I am majoring in psychology, minoring in anthropology on 
the global health track, and – of course – am on the pre-health track here 
at Dartmouth. My commitments on campus include being a UGA, an exec 

member for a club called Dartmouth Alliance for Children of Color (DACC) and a volunteer for 
another group called Health Access for All (HAFA). Before COVID-19, I was a member of the 
Dartmouth Taekwondo team and worked for Collis After Dark as an intern who put together fun 
events for students Friday and Saturday nights. This fall, I have new commitments that include 
continuing my role as UGA, being vice president for a club called Minority Association for Pre-
Health Students (MAPS), and a research assistant in my social psychology professor’s lab. I have 
had a couple of amazing clinical experiences including shadowing doctors, visiting health centers 
with Dartmouth groups (such as Pathway Scholars), and working as a volunteer liaison between 
patients and medical staff at a hospital near me during my first off-term. I also studied abroad in 
Italy last fall! For fun, I fulfill my nerd fantasies that include playing video games, watching media 
reviews and anime, and improving my game design and video editing skills. If any or none of that 
interests you, I encourage you to reach out – at my above email. ���� 
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Melissa Wang ‘21 
Melissa.Wang.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hi everyone! My name is Melissa Wang and I am a '21 from Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, majoring in Biology and minoring in Global 
Health. Outside of academics, I love to volunteer at Dartmouth-
Hitchcock Medical Center in various programs including Patient Support 
Corps (PSC), Volunteers for Cancer Patients (VCP), and Dartmouth EARS. 

In addition to volunteering, I am involved in developmental biology research in Professor Bing 
He's lab, where I study tissue morphogenesis in fruit flies. I am particularly passionate about 
nutrition and food security, and most of my off-terms have been spent pursuing these interests 
through internships and research projects. On-campus, I am an active member of Willing Hands 
and work at the DHMC FARMacy garden. In my free time, I love to cook for my family and friends, 
explore new hiking trails, and go thrifting. Please do not hesitate to contact me at the above 
email with any questions--I'm really looking forward to meeting you (albeit virtually!). 

 
Minerva Nong ‘22 
Minerva.Z.Nong.22@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hi, my name is Minerva Nong, and I'm a 22 from Tampa, Florida, majoring in 
Anthropology modified with Biology. On-campus, I'm part of the Dartmouth 
Cancer Scholars and Health Access For All, and an active participant in the 
Nathan Smith Society shadowing program. I'm also a tutor and study group 

leader through the Academic Skills Center. For my first off-term, I worked in a translational 
research lab at my hometown, focused on therapies for Multiple Myeloma. A big part of my social 
life is occupied by my dance group Ujima, of which I'm co-director for this year. Please feel free 
to reach out to me at the above email, and we can talk about anything! 
 

Minkeun “MK” Song ‘21 
Minkeun.Song.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hey guys, my name is MK and I am a '21 from Seoul, South Korea/Los 
Angeles, CA. I am majoring in Psychology. Besides being a student, I am a 
campus tour guide, an active member of the Korean Students Association 
(KSA), a research assistant in Professor Nicholas Jacobson's lab, and a 
member of Alpha Chi Alpha (AXA). When I am not involved in things 

previously mentioned, I enjoy singing, playing basketball with friends, and exploring the endless 
world of Youtube. I also love making new friends so please don't hesitate to reach out at the 
above email! 
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Oliver Campbell ‘21 
Oliver.P.Campbell.iii.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hey all! My name is Oliver Campbell. I am a '21 from San Marino, California, and 
am majoring in biology with a concentration in neurobiology. I transferred to 
Dartmouth from a California community college in the fall of 2018. Before that, I 
served in the Army's 2nd Ranger Battalion for five and a half years, which inspired 
my interest in military medicine and critical care medicine. I researched these 

interests in the winter of 2020 when I spent three months studying a procedure called REBOA 
with a team of military surgeons. In addition to the sciences, I study Russian at Dartmouth as well 
and hope to integrate this interest into my future career. Outside of academics, I love to read, 
watch Netflix, and hang out with friends. Also, during interims, I try to travel as often as possible! 
Most recently, I visited Belarus and Morocco. 
 

Rachael Chacko ‘21 
Rachael.S.Chacko.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hi! My name is Rachael, and I am a '21 (senior) from central Pennsylvania 
majoring in Computer Science and Biology. My pronouns are she/her/hers. 
I have served as a Teaching Assistant for CS 1 and CS 50 and Learning Fellow 
for Organic Chemistry II. Outside of the classroom, I lead Dartmouth Forte, 
a music service club that organizes free performances held by Dartmouth 

student musicians at local retirement homes in the Upper Valley. I am also involved in Dartmouth 
Ears, Dartmouth Cancer Scholars, the Nathan Smith Society Executive Committee, and Computer 
Science thesis research in Dr. Inas Khayal's lab at The Dartmouth Institute. Additionally, I have 
had the opportunity to shadow several physicians and healthcare professionals in Neurology, 
Neurosurgery, Oncology, Ophthalmology, Radiology, and Pathology. After graduation, I will be 
attending the Geisel School of Medicine through the Early Assurance Program. In my free time, I 
enjoy watching mystery and sci-fi TV shows (my favorite right now being Fringe), exploring 
different genres of music, trying new desserts, and spending time with friends and family. Fun 
fact: I used to volunteer at a rabbit shelter! Please don't hesitate to reach me at the above email! 
 

Ryan Shean ‘21 
Ryan.S.Shean.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hi! My name is Ryan Shean, and I'm a '21 from Orange County, California. I 
am majoring in Anthropology modified with Economics. During 20W, I really 
enjoyed studying abroad in Auckland, New Zealand for the Anthropology 
FSP. During a normal term on campus, I am on the Men's Volleyball Team, 
in the Global Health Fellows Program, and the Nathan Smith Society 

Executive Committee. I also volunteer through the Patient Support Corps and Hanover 
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Community Kitchen. At DHMC, I do clinical research for Dr. John Batisis in geriatrics and obesity. 
In my free time, I like exercising, watching youtube, and skateboarding. I would love to get to 
know you all and share my experiences with pre-health at Dartmouth! Feel free to reach out to 
me at the above email. I look forward to meeting you! 

 
Shelby Snyder ‘21 
Shelby.B.Snyder.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Yá'átééh, Shí éí Shelby Snyder yinishyé. Lók'aa' Dine'é nishłį. Hashk'aan 
Hadzohí bashishchiin. Italian dashicheii. Belgian dashinalí. 

 
Hello, my name is Shelby Snyder. I am of the Reed People clan, born for the 

Yucca Fruit Strung Out in a Line clan. My maternal grandfather is Italian. My paternal grandfather 
is Belgian. I am Navajo, Southern Ute, and adopted Meskwaki. I currently live in Lawton, OK. I am 
a '21, double majoring in Biology and Native American Studies. I studied in Santa Fe, NM last fall 
(19F) through the NAS program. I am an intern for the Pathways to Medicine program. I am also 
the treasurer of Native Americans at Dartmouth. I tutor for the Academic Skills Center and the 
Native American Program. I've been a learning fellow for CHEM 5, CHEM 6, and BIO 13. During 
one of my off-terms, I interned for the Johns Hopkins Center for American Indian Health. My 
passions include Native American healthcare, Indigenous support networks, and multiracial 
advocacy. My hobbies include watching Netflix, powwow dancing, playing lacrosse, and eating 
good food. I love Stranger Things and Designated Survivor. If there are two things I can't live 
without in this world it would be cats and boba (bubble tea). If you ever have any questions or 
want to know more about how to get involved on campus, I am always available to talk!  
 

Sophia “Sophie” Skallerud ‘22 
Sophia.G.Skallerud.22@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hello there! My name is Sophie Skallerud and I am a '22 from Edina, MN. I am 
a Biology major and a Religion minor. I fell into the pre-med track through an 
early fascination with forensic pathology. I spend most of my extracurricular 
time playing for the Varsity Women's Lacrosse Team and in the lab. This past 
year I was researching iron deficiency in Arabidopsis thaliana under Professor 

Mary Lou Guerinot. Since COVID-19, I have transitioned into Dr. Romano's epidemiology lab 
where I am studying and relaying information about per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances to DHMC 
physicians and the general NH population. I am also a big SIB and love finding fun new activities 
to do in the area. I have shadowed multiple times through the Nathan Smith Shadowing Program 
(so so cool) as well as at home in MN. I spent 20X screening patients at the DHMC emergency 
department for COVID-19 and have worked other urgent care support roles. You can find me 
winding down with Harry Potter in a hammock, walking a foster puppy, or baking banana bread 
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when I need a good reset. I would love to get to know you over Zoom, chat via email/text, or get 
KAF when we are able:) Please reach out to me at the above email. 
 

Sunny Tang ‘21 
Sunny.Tang.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hi! My name is Sunny Tang and I am a '21 from Carlisle, MA majoring in 
neuroscience and minoring in anthropology. Most recently, I was on the 
anthropology study abroad program (20W) in New Zealand and would 
love to answer any questions about my experience! On-campus, I am 
heavily involved in the women's water polo team as president and 

neuroscience research in the Gobbini Person Perception Lab. I also co-host a radio show called 
Red Light Green Light through the campus broadcasting program and am management, 
operations, and outreach coordinator for Give Essential, a COVID-19 relief nonprofit. 
Additionally, I have volunteered at Boston Children's Hospital and the Boston Healthcare for the 
Homeless Project. In the past, I have been a peer tutor through the Academics Skills Center, 
biology teaching assistant, and organic chemistry learning fellow. In my free time, I enjoy going 
on runs, grabbing coffee with my friends, or getting long meals at Foco! 
 

Vincent Chang ‘21 
Vincent.Chang.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hi! I’m Vincent Chang, a ’21 from Rosemead, CA (Los Angeles County) 
majoring in Geography. I’ve dabbled in many different things on 
campus, including, but not limited to being a tutor for America Reads, 
supervisor for Novack Café, a research assistant with the Koop Institute 

at DHMC. For my terms away from Dartmouth, I’ve studied Spanish in Argentina, interned with 
the Boston Healthcare for the Homeless Program through the Dartmouth Center for Social 
Impact, interned with Project Horseshoe Farm with funding from the CPD’s SELF funding, and 
recovered from a torn ACL and meniscus surgery. With this repaired knee, catch me playing 
basketball again or enjoying hikes in nature. I would love to get to know you in person (socially 
distanced of course) or remotely! Please reach out if you ever needed anything at the above 
email. 

 
Yelyzaveta “Liza” Begunova ‘21 
Liza.Begunova.21@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hi! My name is Liza Begunova and I am a '21 from Ottawa, Canada, 
majoring in Neuroscience and minoring in Art History. On-campus, I do 
research in Professor Luke Chang's social and computational 
neuroscience lab where I get to scan the brains of research participants 
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in the MRI machine and analyze fun data. I am interested in palliative care and have spent a lot 
of time volunteering at Kendal with Dementia Scholars as well as collaborating on various end-
of-life care projects with Dartmouth faculty and students. I also participate in the shadowing 
program through Dartmouth's Nathan Smith Society. As an international student, I have been 
heavily involved in designing OPAL's international student orientation program for the past two 
years. If I am not on campus, you can most likely find me at Morton Farm, Dartmouth's barn in 
Etna, NH. As a proud member of the women's varsity equestrian team, I try to spend a few hours 
each day with the horses, either during practice or simply for some downtime. My first off term, 
I worked at a summer camp for children from marginalized communities; for my second, I stayed 
in Hanover to work in my lab. Currently, I am working in the emergency department of a 
children's hospital. I would be happy to talk about any of your interests and offer my perspective 
on the pre-health journey at Dartmouth! 
 

Yuri Oh ‘22 
Yuri.Oh.22@dartmouth.edu 
 
Hello! My name is Yuri Oh and I am a '22 from Chicago. I am majoring 
in cognitive science with a focus in psycholinguistics. On-campus, I am 
a member of the women's rugby team (we're national and ivy 
champs!), a research assistant in Professor Tse's lab in the psychology 
department, and involved in several volunteer programs. I am also a 

tutor through the academic skills center and have participated in the shadowing program through 
Dartmouth’s Nathan Smith Society. I love being outside, working out, swimming, rollerblading, 
and my favorite show at the moment is Brooklyn 99. I can't wait to meet you soon! Feel free to 
ask me anything about anything. 
 

Zachary Laporte ‘22 
Zachary.L.Laporte.22@dartmouth.edu  
 
Hi everyone! My name is Zach LaPorte and I am a ‘22 from Pikesville, 
Maryland. I am majoring in Mathematics and minoring in Biology. On-campus 
I am a part of the climbing team and am a ski instructor for the Dartmouth ski 
PE classes. I’d be happy to go to the climbing gym or hit the slopes with 
anyone who wants to. In addition to climbing and skiing, I also have worked 

as a tutor through the Academic Skills Center for a few terms, and I am an active member of Phi 
Delta Alpha. During my freshman summer, I worked with the Epidemiology Research Group for 
Organ Transplantation (ERGOT) at Johns Hopkins, as well as being a program/teaching assistant 
for a math class at the Center for Talented Youth. As soon as Dartmouth labs reopen to students, 
I look forward to starting my time with the Ahmed lab group. This past winterim, I took a 
Wilderness EMT course at Dartmouth and became a certified EMT. I like to study and work in 
different spots on campus for each class, so if you want any advice on a new study spot to try 

mailto:Yuri.Oh.22@dartmouth.edu
mailto:Zachary.L.Laporte.22@dartmouth.edu


out, I’ll have some good places in mind. If you want to grab a meal, or try out the climbing gym, 
or just have a chat at any point, please feel free to reach out to me at the above email. I look 
forward to seeing you all soon! 
 

 

 

 


