The Tucker Foundation is pleased to announce the release of its new website.  On this website, you can find information on any of the Foundation's numerous programs including those in the areas of Dartmouth Community Services, the Office of Religious and Spiritual Life, Fellowships and Internships, Civic Responsibility and Social Concerns.  

We would also like to point out that this new website conforms to Bobby 508 standards and World Wide Web Consortium's (W3C) specifications.  Bobby 508 standards were developed out of the Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1998 which require "that when Federal agencies develop, procure, maintain, or use electronic and information technology, they shall ensure that the electronic and information technology allows Federal employees with disabilities to have access to and use of information and data that is comparable to the access to and use of information and data by Federal employees who are not individuals with disabilities, unless an undue burden would be imposed on the agency."  The World Wide Web Consortium's specifications attempt to assure that new websites adhere to the informal regulations of HTML code.  The Foundation's website appears to be the only website of the College that adheres to the Bobby standards and the W3C specifications.

We would like to thank all those involved for helping with this project, especially Jeffrey Guenette '03, who is responsible for the creation and development of, as well as the consolidation of material for, this new site.  This is the fifth term that Guenette, a Classics major, has worked for the Foundation.

We ask you to visit our new website at www.dartmouth.edu/~tucker. 

* The U.S. Federal government was required, among other things, to make all federal websites handicapped accessible as of June 21, 2001.

      "In order to meet the standards, websites need to write text descriptions of pictures and multimedia files into their html code; need to be easily navigable using text commands, mouse, or keyboard alone; and should avoid frames and pop-up windows that screen readers can't translate, among other things. "

The W3C has put out suggested guidelines for how to create "accessible" pages. The focus is on access for the handicapped. But, following their guidelines is likely to make your pages easier to use, for non-handicapped users as well.

One of the intellectually most challenging things about designing for the web is mentally keeping track of how your design might change if someone looks at your pages with:

    * a different brand of browser,

    * at a different browser window width,

    * at a different screen resolution,

    * with a different choice of default fonts,

    * with an 8-bit, or a 24-bit color monitor,

· and many more variations....

Accessible Web pages allow your Web site to be viewed by more people across all different ability levels. But it's more than just for disabled viewers, accessible Web pages are viewable across more browsers.

Making the Web more accessible for users with various disabilities is to a great extent a matter of using HTML the way it was intended: to encode meaning rather than appearance. As long as a page is coded for meaning, it is possible for alternative browsers to present that meaning in ways that are optimized for the abilities of individual users and thus facilitate the use of the Web by disabled users.

Before discussing the difficulties disabled users may have in accessing Web information, we should note that online information provides many benefits compared with printed information: it is easy for people with poor eyesight to increase the font size, and text-to-speech conversion for blind users works much better for online text than for print. Indeed, many disabled users are empowered by computers to perform tasks that would have been difficult for them with traditional technology.

Any user, anywhere, at any type of terminal, should be able to access information. By creating Web sites according to today's accessibility guidelines, authors continue to fulfill that ideal.

