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Dartmouth Habitat for Humanity
Class of ’04 House Project


Habitat for Humanity International


Habitat for Humanity is an international organization that works to build simple, decent, affordable houses in partnership with those in need of adequate shelter.  Over 100,000 houses have been built in the United States and abroad since 1976.  Homeowner families purchase the homes at the cost of materials with a zero-interest mortgage, and their monthly payments usually amount to less than what they would be paying for sub-standard apartment rental.  They are chosen according to their need and ability to pay, and they must commit to 500 hours of “sweat equity” working on their house.  


Upper Valley Habitat Affiliate

Habitat for Humanity is essentially a grass-roots organization, and so its success depends on local affiliates working with churches and other groups at the community level.  The Dartmouth chapter of Habitat has worked in partnership with the Upper Valley Affiliate since its inception.  The lack of affordable housing is one of the most critical issues facing residents of the Upper Valley.  


Project Proposal

In the past, Dartmouth Habitat has been concentrated its efforts primarily on providing volunteers for the sites.  However, our chapter has grown over the years and we currently maintain a volunteer pool of 500 students, which often exceeds the volunteer needs of Upper Valley Habitat.  We believe that this campus has both the interest and the resources to address the housing need of the Upper Valley in a more aggressive manner.  For this reason, we seek to sponsor our own Habitat for Humanity house.  This project is entitled the Class of ’04 House as the construction will primarily be this coming summer when the ’04 class will be on campus.  


Project Specifics

We anticipate needing to raise approximately $85,000 over the course of the academic year.  This figure will cover the building costs and the salaries of skilled site supervisors.  In addition to raising all of the funds, Dartmouth Habitat for Humanity will take a much more active role in arranging volunteer and paid staffing, organizing the logistics of obtaining building materials and construction, and procuring the land donation.  We will continue to partner with Upper Valley Habitat, but this project will give us an opportunity to provide even more needy families with affordable housing without putting undue strain on the Upper Valley Affiliate.  


Timeline


The first step is the selection of a building site, after which the family selection process can begin.  Through the winter, we will begin to work out the logistics of paid staff, building specifics, and make a final decision on the homeowner family.  Fundraising and increasing awareness both on campus and in the Hanover community will be two of our primary concerns, and will continue throughout the year.  We anticipate the Groundbreaking Ceremony to take place in May or June of 2002, and construction will continue until early fall.  Throughout the summer, Dartmouth students will be involved in all aspects of the building process, and provide the bulk of the volunteer labor.
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Dartmouth Habitat for Humanity is a part of the Tucker Foundation.

