PROPOSAL FOR DECEMBER SERVICE PROJECT

2002 Dartmouth Cross Cultural Education and Service Program
TUCKER FOUNDATION PARTNERSHIP

WITH SIUNA, NICARAGUA

Two non-profit organizations will work with CCESP in December 2002


•  The Foundation for the Autonomy and Development of the Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua (FADCANIC) manages a number of well-known, sustainable development projects in the rural communities of the Atlantic Region. Known along the Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua for its success with sustainable farming and credit programs, FADCANIC’s offers programs that empower poor farmers rather than breed dependence through charitable donations.


•  The Institute of National Resources, Environmental and Sustainable Development (IREMADES) is an environmental research non-profit that facilitates hands-on training for URACCAN students and provides technical assistance in sustainable farming.

THE PROJECT

l. Construction Team: La Casa de Mujeres’ Office and Training Center

Friday and Saturday, December 13-14th: The Dartmouth Construction Team will help construct the interior walls (sheet-rocking). Bridges to Community will finance the materials for a bathroom floor and roof for 1/3 of the building (walls are already in place). In addition, Bridges will set-up a Siuna-based construction crew. 

II. Dartmouth Students participate in Sustainable Development Partnership

December 16-20: On Monday, December 16, Dartmouth students will accompany FADCANIC and IREMADES technicians and 10 URACCAN Agro-Forestry students to a rural community located 30-40 minutes from the town of Siuna.  From December 16-20th, two Dartmouth students will work alongside the same URACCAN student and farming family everyday to plant beans, weed the corn-fields and prepare land for future products.

At the end of each work day, Dartmouth and URACCAN students will return to the URACCAN campus in Siuna.

III. Medical/Public Health Team:

In a similar fashion, the Dartmouth Medical and Public Health team will conduct educational programs and clinics in the city of Siuna from December 13-14th.  In addition, La Casa de Mujeres has requested that the Medical/Public Health Team set up educational programs and clinics in a rural community.  Thus, we propose that from December 16-20th, this team travel to the same, undeserved rural community where the Dartmouth students will participate in the Sustainable Development Partnership.

lV. Selection of Rural Community in Close Proximity to the town of Siuna:

At the moment, FADCANIC and IREMADES have identified two communities, Yaoya Central and Madrigucra, that they feel would greatly benefit from the Partnership described above.  The community we would work in will be selected based on accessibility issues that will be determined by rain.  Both of these communities are beautiful, and we hope that Dr. Greenberg will pass around his photos of Yaoya Central this Wednesday night.

CONCLUSION

While serving the educational needs of URACCAN, Dartmouth students and faculty will gain an understanding of community development at the grassroots level.  In the natural laboratory of a rural community, Dartmouth students will receive an education in the true development needs and realities experienced by Nicaragua’s majority – farming families struggling to survive in extreme material poverty.

Working side-by-side with the men, women and children of one family will allow Dartmouth students to form genuine relationships.  Our hope is that through these connections they will have the opportunity to express more purely their desire to learn, to serve and to act with compassion in the world.
