
 

April 26, 2013 
 
To the Dartmouth community: 
 
As some of you know, a small group of students disrupted the Dimensions Welcome Show for 
prospective students on Friday, April 19, using it as a platform to protest what they say are 
incidents of racism, sexual assault, and homophobia on campus. Following the protest, threats 
of bodily harm and discriminatory comments targeting the protesters and their defenders ran 
anonymously on various sites on the Internet.  
 
With tensions high across the Dartmouth community, Interim President Carol Folt, the Dean of 
the Faculty, and other senior leaders across campus agreed that the best course of action was to 
suspend classes on Wednesday, April 24, for a day of reflection and alternative educational 
programming. This decision was made to address not only the initial protest, but a precipitous 
decline in civility on campus over the last few months, at odds with Dartmouth’s Principles of 
Community. 
 
This unusual and serious action to suspend classes for a day was prompted by concern that the 
dialogue on campus had reached a point that threatened to compromise the level of shared 
respect necessary for an academic community to thrive. The faculty and administration 
together determined that a pause to examine how the climate on campus can be improved was 
necessary. This was an important exercise that the Board supports. It is also important to note 
that there will be an opportunity for faculty to hold the classes that were missed as a result of 
Wednesday's events. 
 
Neither the disregard for the Dimensions Welcome Show nor the online threats that followed 
represent what we stand for as a community. As Interim President Folt indicated Wednesday in 
her remarks in front of Dartmouth Hall, the administration is following established policies and 
procedures with regard to any possible disciplinary action in both cases. As in every case 
regarding a disciplinary investigation, this process is confidential and respects the privacy of 
our students. 
 
Dartmouth is not unique in the challenges it faces concerning campus climate and student life. 
We aspire to lead in responding to these challenges. 
 
The Trustees and I are committed to addressing and supporting efforts necessary to resolve 
these issues, improving the campus climate and strengthening the institution. The Board’s 
Committee on Student Affairs is working with senior leaders and consulting with outside 
professionals to make progress on this front.  
 
Please feel free to share your thoughts and questions with me at 
Stephen.F.Mandel.Jr.78@Dartmouth.edu 
 
Best regards, 
 
Steve Mandel ’78, P’09, P’11  
Chair, Board of Trustees 
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