
FIELD OF DREAMS

DEDICATION WEEKEND A 
SPECTACULAR SUCCESS!

It was a gala weekend for the Dartmouth 
Rugby Football Club. After decades of plan-
ning, fundraising, and lobbying, the team fi nally 
has a permanent home in the Corey Ford Rugby 
Clubhouse. The clubhouse is the centerpiece of 
one of the premier rugby facilities in the nation 
and places Dartmouth Rugby at the forefront of 
American collegiate rugby. (continued on next 
page)

Dartmouth faced Army in a narrow 30 - 25 loss September 24th in the Corey Ford Rugby 
Clubhouse Dedication match.

DRFC CLINCHES #11 SEED IN 
NATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
Over the weekend of November 12th and 13th, the 

Dartmouth Rugby Football Club was the runner-up in 
the Northeast Championship, clinching a spot in the 
National Championship to be held this spring.  Dart-
mouth Rugby faced Army in the Northeast Champion-
ship Final on Sunday after winning the quarterfi nal 
against the University of Buffalo Saturday afternoon 
in Amherst Massachusetts. (continued on page 3)

FRIENDS REPORT FALL 2005



DEDICATION CONTINUED
The facility is surrounded by Battle practice fi eld 

and the Brophy pitch which will be home to some 
of the most meaningful and competitive rugby in the 
Northeastern Rugby Union for years to come.

The facility was dedicated on Friday, September 
23rd, as Trustee and former Dartmouth rugger Michael 
Chu ’68 accepted the facility on behalf of the Col-
lege. The formal acceptance of the facility was fol-
lowed by a few words from College President James 
Wright who praised Dartmouth Rugby for their win-
ning tradition. Other notable speakers included James 
N. Perkins ’55, a close personal friend to Corey Ford, 
and former player and coach Wayne Young ’72. The 
evening celebrated many great alumni who contrib-
uted to this great leap forward in the stature of the 
club—especially Corey Ford, an esteemed writer who 
was a friend and coach to Dartmouth Rugby. Ford left 
his home to the club in his will as a means to fi nd a 
permanent home for Dartmouth rugby and after years 
of work it is fi nally a reality.

On Saturday, the speeches and sentiments made 
way for a hard-fought game of rugby as Dartmouth 
faced off against perennial rivals and defending 
Northeast Champions, Army. The game inaugurated 
the beautiful Brophy fi eld on a day befi tting such a 

tremendous occasion. The clubhouse and hills sur-
rounding the pitch were engulfed with the screams 
of alumni, friends, parents, and students as over a 
thousand people appeared to appreciate this excel-
lent showcase of rugby.

The game kicked off at three on a picturesque 
afternoon in Hanover and the men in green rose to 
the supreme challenge of competing with one of 
the best rugby sides in the nation.

The contest was extremely hard fought as the 
score at half time saw a tally of 13 – 13.  In the 
second half, Army managed to build a 30 – 18 lead 
but with the urging of the crowd Dartmouth closed 
the defi cit to 30 – 25.  With time expired Dart-
mouth was knocking on the door of the Army try 
zone but was unable to punch it in for the match—
ending the game as a heartbreaking loss.

While the game ended on a sour note, the team 
truly showed their salt. The Dartmouth ruggers 
truly embodied the tradition of success and fel-
lowship that has been passed on through genera-
tions since the club’s founding in 1951. Thanks to 
the generous gifts of friends and alumni the new 
facility will be host to more fi erce competitions for 
years to come.



NORTHEAST FINALS 
CONTINUED

In the match against Buffalo on Saturday,  
Dartmouth commanded the tempo of the game.  
An initial 12 – 0 lead was ultimately closed to 12 
– 3 at half time.  The second half was dominated 
by physical defense but punishing tackles and 
command of territory and possession allowed the 
men in green to make the score 17 – 3.  In the clos-
ing minutes Buffalo managed to sneak in for a try 
making the fi nal 17 – 10.

With only an evening’s rest, the Championship 
match was held on Sunday afternoon in Amherst.  
Army came into the fi nal match with a perfect 
record and the #1 seed in the Northeast Rugby 
Union. Dartmouth came in as the #2 seed with a 
record of 8 - 1.  Dartmouth’s only previous blem-
ish on their season record came in a 30 - 25 loss at 
the opening of the Corey Ford Rugby Clubhouse.  
The teams were set to clash yet again—this time it 
was for the title.
While Dartmouth had great momentum coming 
into the game, the men in green faced a strong 
Army side and ended up on the short side of a 37 
- 7 score. 

Dartmouth looked promising in the opening 
minutes as they managed to retain possession and 
drive deep into Army territory.  But when Army 
managed to gain possession they capitalized on 
a fractured Dartmouth defense and found the try 

zone.  Despite continued Dartmouth offensive pres-
sure, the Army defense remained a solid wall.  The 
score was 20 - 0 at the half and Dartmouth went into 
the break still searching for a way to break the Army 
defense.

With the wind now at their backs, Dartmouth 
hoped to fi nd more success in the second half against 
the Black Knights.  However the half did not open in 
favor of Dartmouth, as Army found try zone early in 
the half.  Another try later in the half made the score 
30 - 0.  With time running out on Dartmouth’s chanc-
es, wing Aziz Sayigh took the ball after a well run 
lineout got through the hands of the backline.  Aziz 
found a seam in the Army line and was able to turn the 
corner on their back three making the score 30 - 7.  In 
the closing minutes of the match, Army was able to 
come away with a try making the fi nal 37 - 7.

While the Dartmouth men were disappointed with 
the loss, they were pleased to clinch the second North-
east seed in the 2006 Collegiate USA Rugby Cham-
pionships.  The runner-up trophy gives the men in 
green the #11 seed in the Round of Sixteen to be held 
this spring from April 21-23 in West Point, NY.  Dart-
mouth will face the #6 seed Midwest champions Ohio 
State in the fi rst round.  Dartmouth faced the brawny 
Ohio State side while on April’s spring tour, in a tough 
loss during the fi rst round of the 2005 Cal Invitational 
Tournament in Berkeley, CA.  The Dartmouth men 
certainly have a strong opponent in front of them—a 
fact that they will certainly be pondering over this 
blustery Hanover winter.

Proud Sponsors of Dartmouth Rugby



 2005 – 2006 OFFICERS
OFFICE  NAME  POSITION HOMETOWN
Captain  Jesse Blom ‘06 fl yhalf  Mequon, WI
President  Scott Penner ‘06 center  Toronto, ON
Tri-Captain  Joe Boswell ‘06 prop  San Anselmo, CA
Tri-Captain  Joe Killefer ‘06 8-man  Santa Monica, CA
Tri-Captain  Andrew Caspary ‘06 fullback Hidden Hills, CA
Treasurer  Alex Tonelli ‘06 hooker  Pomona, NY
Secretary  Tom Monahan ‘06 lock  Los Angeles, CA
Tour Director  Josh Gregg ‘06 wing  Rye, NH
Match Secretary Peter Harris ‘07 lock  Washington, DC
Alumni Relations Tom Kidera ‘07 fl anker  Rochester, NY
Recruiting Chair Tom Manzo ‘07 scrumhalf Pottstown, PA
Web Communication Brad Fierstein ‘06 prop  Chappaqua, NY
Equipment Manager Kemper Pierce ‘08 prop  Norwich, VT
Social Chair   Angad Banga ‘06 scrumhalf Hong Kong

OFFICERS, COACHES, AND STAFF

2005 – 2006 Coaching Staff
Alex Magleby ’00, Head Coach

Richard “Pete” Peterson, Forwards Coach
Fred Redden, Backs Coach

Art Maerlander, Development Coach
Jeannee Wainscott, Athletic Trainer
Matt Voss, Student Athletic Trainer

Wayne Young ’72, Quality Control Coach
Richard Akerboom ’80, Club Advisor

Coach Peterson Coach Maerlander Coach ReddenCoach Magleby

Prime Minister Penner
Tri-Captain Boswell

Tri-Captain Killefer
Tri-Captain Caspary

Captain Blom



Coach’s Message
Dear Friends and fellow Alumni,

The fall 2005 has come to a rapid end, as we now are 
in the midst of preparing for Nationals and Ivies.  Expecta-
tions are high, especially after the successes from last spring.  
In 2005, Captain Emeritus Erik Richardson and Co-Captain 
Emeritus Brad Hogate led a class group that returned the Ivy 
Cup to Hanover while also placing highly in the USA Rugby 
National Championships.  More importantly, the 2005 senior 
class made the competitive process very enjoyable for the 
underclassmen and our coaching team. 

This ethos has been inherited by a talented ’06 senior 
class.  Twenty-four seniors wore the green jersey this fall as 
they put their own mark on Dartmouth Rugby.  Led by experi-
enced Captains, a dedicated group of ’07s and ’08s, they made 
it no secret that they are setting out on a course to permanently 
return Dartmouth to the elite of American collegiate rugby. 
Building on their autumn successes, they have already commit-
ted themselves to fi tness tests in preparation for the hard yards 
ahead this winter.   As a staff, we look forward to fi nding ways 
to make their goals, in the Ivies and on the National Stage, a 
reality.  

Our staff philosophy remains “player-centered growth:  
acquisition, development, and welfare”: 

1) Welfare:  top priority is full medical coverage for our 
athletes.  College-supplied Athletic Trainer, Jeannee Wainscott, 
has done a great job helping the injured lads get back to full 
fi tness over the years.  Unfortunately, we only have the luxury 
of her services during the fall season, and only during home 
matches.  It is imperative we fi nd the means for a rugby trainer 
for the spring season as well as for away matches.  

2) Development: the demands of the modern game require 
fi t, multi-skilled athletes.   This winter we will continue our 
focus of building greater aerobic and anaerobic thresholds via 
the weight-room, better footwork via SAQ drills, and, as al-
ways, better “thinking” rugby players via video analysis. Coach 
“Pete” Peterson continues to make in-roads with our scrum and 
phase play forward continuity. Coach Art Maerlander continues 
the development of our 1st year players, and effects of this are 
already showing (we had 25 ‘08s ready to compete for A/B 
side spots going into the fall season, and there are now 22 ‘09s 
ready to participate in A/B trainings this winter). Our next step 
is to establish a “mid-level” staff that solely focuses on our B-
side group, as Coach Pete and I will look to work more hands 
on with the top 35 or so A-side guys and Coach Art on the 
development squad.  Helping us in this endeavor are Coaches 
Fred Redden, John Turner ’04, and Omar Foda ’07.  We are 
continually evaluating these development processes, yet our 
basis remains rugby fundamentals, fi tness, and a positive team 
culture.

3)Acquisition:  Participation is up, and there is a good 
buzz in the community about rugby.  Our efforts over the last 
couple of years to sell rugby as a “legitimate sport for legiti-
mate athletes” is also beginning to show positive effects when 
coupled with the permanency of the clubhouse. Football, la-
crosse, and soccer players are once again playing for the DRFC 
in their “off-season,” and the profi le of our sport continues to 
grow on campus, in publications, and within the administra-
tion. In addition, we continue our off-campus recruiting efforts, 

Captain’s Message
Dear Friends of Dartmouth Rugby,

On behalf of the Dartmouth Rugby Football Club, I would 
like to thank everyone who has supported the DRFC through 
the 2005 fall season, and through seasons past.  

Trips to the National Sweet Sixteen, annual fall tours to 
Canada, and spring tours throughout the rugby playing world 
would not be possible without the generous support of our 
friends and family, assistance from our alumni, and guidance 
from our Board of Governors.

The 2005 fall campaign was a successful one for the 
DRFC.  The team dedicated the Corey Ford Rugby Clubhouse 
and feels privileged to play on one of the premier rugby facili-
ties in the nation.  The team fi nished the fall season with an 8-2 
record, placing second in the Northeast playoffs and earning its 
second consecutive bid to the National Sweet Sixteen tourna-
ment.

The 2006 spring season looks promising for the DRFC 
with a strong starting side and a countless array of formidable 
reserves.  The men in green will travel to Yale to defend their 
title in the Ivy League Championships held in early April.  On 
the weekend of April 21st-23rd, Dartmouth will compete in the 
tournament, facing Midwest Champions Ohio State in the fi rst 
round.  The spring promises to bring exciting rugby and more 
success for the DRFC.

The Dartmouth Rugby Football Club has been able to per-
petuate a tradition of success, camaraderie, and excellence on 
and off the pitch since 1951.  With hard work, determination, 
and the continued support of our friends, families, and alumni, 
this tradition will stay alive far into the future.

I hope to see you all this spring.

Yours in rugby,
Jesse Blom
DRFC Captain 2005-2006

Coach’s Message Continued
as the likes of Al Dekin ’87 and Raoul Socher ’86 have been 
instrumental in helping us establish contacts with many of the 
top high school rugby programs in North America.  Over the 
last two years we have built a database of prospects that are 
academically qualifi ed for Dartmouth. We hope that over the 
coming year or two some of these qualifi ed student-athletes 
will be admitted. 

Thank you to all who helped in our endeavors this year.  
From donations to dinners to moral support to the Dedication, 
it all helps as we continue to provide a healthy athletic educa-
tion for a new generation of Dartmouth ruggers.  

Hopefully we’ll see you at Ivies or at Nationals this spring.

Thanks,

Alex Magleby ’00, Head Coach



2005 FALL SEASON RESULTS
Date Side  Opponent Location  Notes
Sept-7  A  Norwich  Hanover  W 38-10
  B        W 54-5 

Sept-17 A  Northeastern  Boston   W 17-15
  B        W 36-0

Sept-24 A  Army   Hanover  L 30-25

Oct-1  A  UConn   Connecticut  W 15-14
  B        W

Oct-8  A  Boston College Hanover  W 24-10
  B        W 34-0

Oct-15  A  UMass   Hanover  W 36-3
  B        W

Oct-22  A  Yale   Hanover  W 91-0
  B        W

Oct-29  A  Northeastern  Boston   W 9-8

Nov-5  A  Syracuse  Hanover  W 61-23
  B        W 91-10

Nov-12 A  SUNY Buffalo  UMass Amherst W 17-10

Nov-13 A  Army   UMass Amherst L  37-7

DEVELOPMENT SQUAD REPORT
 The Dartmouth Men’s Develomental/freshman side provided another outstanding class of ruggers 
to the club.  Twenty-two players continued the traditions of the green and white, practicing twice a week 
and competing in 2 matches (and several scrimmages).  They  defeated Franklin Pierce College  22-14 and 
then lost a heart-breaker to Middlebury College’s B-side 10-0, holding Middlebury scoreless in the second 
half.  Several of the side obtained playing experience at the upper levels and acquitted themselves well.   As 
a whole, the group is enthusiastic about spring, and  are focused on participating in winter conditioning with 
the team.
   Yours in Rugby,
        Art Maerlander, Development Coach



Dartmouth Rugby Would Like to Extend a Special Thanks 
to our 2005 Corporate Sponsors, Whose Endorsement Helps 

Maintain our Tradition of Success on and off the Pitch.



We are also selling sponsorship space in next year’s fall newsletter, fall schedule poster, as well as fi eld signs 
for the Clubhouse. If interested in sponsorship space, please email Alex Magleby ’00: amag@dartmouth.edu.





SWEET-SIXTEEN HERE WE COME: The Northeast Championship Runner-up Dartmouth team after 
their match against Army for the Northeast Championship.  The second place fi nish gives the DRFC the #11 
seed in the National Tournament this spring.

Honors and Awards 2005

DICK LIESCHING AWARD
Dan Williams ‘05: the senior non-offi cer who 
gave most to the team on and off the fi eld.

COREY FORD AWARD
Andrew Caspary ‘06: the underclassman 
player who best exemplifi es the true spirit of 
the DRFC.

WALTER LUTKUS AWARD
Ian Wilson ‘08: the freshman that shows 
exemplary talent and natural ability for the 
game of rugby.

COACHES’ AWARD
Class of 2006: selected by coaching staff as 
player(s) who best exemplifi es the fi tness, 
fundamentals, teamwork, and ethos of the 
DRFC.

2005 Select Side Members

ALL-IVY SELECTIONS
Andrew Caspary ’06, fullback

David Grey ’05, prop
Brad Hogate ’05, fl yhalf
Joe Killefer ’06, 8-man

Erik Richardson ’05, lock
Dan Williams ’05, center
Ian Wilson ’08, fl anker

ALL-NEW HAMPSHIRE
Angad Banga ’06, fl yhalf
Jesse Blom ’06, fl yhalf
Joe Boswell ’06, prop

Andrew Caspary ’06, fullback
Tom Kidera ’07, prop

Joe Killefer ’06, 8-man
Tom Manzo ’06, scrumhalf
ALL-NEW ENGLAND

Joe Boswell ’06, prop
Andrew Caspary ’06, fullback

Joe Killefer ’06, 8-man
Tom Manzo ’06, scrumhalf
ALL-NORTHEASTERN

Joe Killefer ’06, 8-man
ALL-AMERICAN

Joe Killefer ’06, 8-man


