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The Love of Obligation

Of all good qualities that the Jewish people possess, the quality of (granting) interest-free                                 loans is at the top. Loans are the crown of the Jewish good deeds, and this quality is so sanctified that our sages, may their memory be blessed, express the opinion that the granting of loans is even higher than charity, which one may suppose is the highest good quality of humankind : ( )  In ( ) We find the expression “ Love of Obligation. It is not sufficient that you do good deeds simply as your human obligation, because obligations without love contain limitations. But Loan Giving should be done with love. and love has no limitations. What a human being does with love, he fulfills it ever more than if he did it because he was obliged to do it. 

And if in the old days the matter of granting loans was so highly considered by the Jewish community, it is even more needed and more important in our present circumstances.  We may say that during our present horrible (economic) crisis, it is impossible to picture life without the existence of a Free Loan Association. The Free Loan Association is today the basis of our existence (so as to ) not lose the ground under our feet and not to succumb to the abyss of despair and disappointment.  It is a holy obligation that those who are still able to support the Loan Association  not stay  away in those difficult times and help to strengthen the existence of the Association

I appeal to  our  esteemed compatriots in America:  You, who always respond magnanimously to our call, take part today as well in the celebration of the 10th Jubilee of our Loan Association, enroll as members of our Association, send your contributions and lovingly support it.

Free Loans and Idealism

As a matter of facts, these two expressions do not fit into a single concept.  Money is a prosaic commodity, a dry and hard concept, and it does not allow it to be hitched to an idealistic carriage and does not permit to be clothed in ideal  garb. “Interest-free loans” are a philanthropic affair and does not fit into a frame of idealism.  And yet, considering in detail the activities of an Interest-free Loan Association  in general, and in a little town like Lunna in particular, one wants and can create a synthesis of both concepts.  One is reluctant to call the activity pure philanthropy: it becomes an ideal activity, and perhaps I may permit myself to call it a national merit, and such a designation will not be an exaggeration.  A town like Lunna, a town where the whole the entire business consists, alas, of a handful of storekeepers and artisans, is completely non-productive, does not comprise any manufacturing jobs, is terribly poor, enraged and desperate, and is completely dependent on the bounty of the market day, when the peasant brings his overproduction into town and exchanges it for products in the store or artisan’s workshop. Obviously this type of town is likely to be completely thrown out of kilter at the slightest economic crisis, and particularly in our present time when a pauperization of the Jewish masses is taking place, when  a wave of anti-Semitism is rampant in the street, when a wild and uncontrolled wave of boycotts and struggles against the Jewish stall, store, and workshop enveloped the Jewish street like a deluge, when all financial institutions are closed to us, and even more, they are working entirely against our interests; when we, Jewish artisans and shopkeepers are exposed to conditions denying us the opportunity to maintain our minimum existence and to be completely carried away by not being able to obtain some supplies for the store or the workshop;  at such times a financial institution, and particularly a non-interest one, which is the only support that can at least diminish the hardship to some extent, becomes not only an ideal affair, but its existence is truly a national deed.  No wonder that we Jews consider  the no-interest loan as one of the three basic columns that support our little Jewish world.  It is even being compared to the  column of learning, to the column and basis of the highest expression of culture, on the same level as worship. And now about the ethical arrangement of today’s non-interest loan association.  I will permit myself to recall and describe the pre-war  years, when I was still a child.  Then, there was also a non-interest association.  One could only obtain a few rubles, since the means were quite modest, created by gathering small alms.  One could obtain (a loan) only by giving a pawn.  The debtor had to literally be very poor indeed (after all, it was for the purpose of performing a good deed, and one had to fulfill the good deed (1).  This is how the trustee saw his duty, and he proceeded very carefully and precisely so as not to fail, God forbid. And so the debtor, with the object to pawn under his arm, and his face red, would get a few rubles, and it would lead to the saying  (2)(“damim” has two meanings --); for the few rubles, the measure of blood, and with what pain in his heart and shame on his face, and the result was obvious.  The debtor would use it non-productively, would eat it up because of the too-small, pitiful sum, and rarely would one manage to retrieve his pawn.  Today, when the main emphasis is to provide loans for productive aims, all in a nice, ethical form, we can truly be proud, and even those who are not usually engaged in philanthropy should lend a hand to encourage, embrace and strengthen the basis of a synthetic, ideal-philantropic interest-free loan. 

Jacob Meyzel (Y’M) 

A Struggle of Two Forces

And this is how it happened:  Today I attended a meeting of the Editorial Committee.  All day long.  In the evening, out of nowhere. Suddenly, in the evening, I became editor.  But I hadn’t written anything, so what should I bring? But when my Good Angel saw the invitation written so nicely: “You, Worthy Comrade of the Editorial Board, are asked to attend concerning editing a Jubilee Issue on the 10th anniversary of the No-interest Loan Association in Lunna,” he nudged me and said, “Go!” And he plays upon my editor’s pride – as one says, Competition among Writers… - and says, “Big Shot! You with your talent, why be silent? Look around for nice literary expressions, and go prepare articles so that the world will tremble.  After all, it is a celebration, a joy! 10 years of an institution, 10 years of  joys, 10 years of pain, suffered through, carried on its shoulders, but endured! It’s nothing short of a miracle! “New Miracles  - New Songs!” We are, after all, a legendary nation that lives only by miracles.  For instance, take the present time:  Our pioneers  endure two years of terror, is this not a miracle?  A weak small nation lives among wild beasts, like a lamb among wolves, is this not a miracle? We are deprived of our bite of bread, and we exist. Is this not a miracle?  So, take up the pen and provide a happy article , explaining that… But here the ever-present nay-saying pessimist appears, makes a fiery speech and throws complaint after complaint in my face. What?? How can you grasp the pen in hand? What hosanna? What’s your joy? Look around: Man of conscience, man with a heart, why the gladness?  Don’t dare, don’t arrange any jubilee! Look at the world, in your home, in the house of your present and the house of the future, Germany, Romania, Austria, et al. Everywhere despair, ruins, resignation, terror, a wild , elemental rampage, our pen is dipped in the blood of our brothers, moral  humiliation, economic ruin,  hard-working existences collapse.  And the Land of Israel? Your home, your hope, your ideal – saddened and  enraged.  What joy now, what jubilee? Don’t show joy, because even your Loan Association is in danger of being closed, your self-help of being forbidden.  Don’t be happy now, hide in the farthermost chamber  and don’t show  your face: ( 3)

And something unusual happens. My first self, the optimist jumps up and shouts No! No despair, no resignation! Don’t worry. What? You can see, wild forces are rampant, and you are alive, bombs are thrown and we are building, we are picketed and we trade, we are bitten and they break their teeth, they make auto da fes, our culture is being trodden on, and we build new values, our students are forced to stand, and the legs gain strength, our stubbornness increases.  They wish to devour us, and they devour themselves.  They want to close our self-help associations because they are our strength, but our long diaspora and our martyrdom taught us that what ails our enemies is good for us… 

And to spite our enemies and to taunt them, pick up the pen and write a warm essay with a heartfelt wish on the occasion of the 10th jubilee of the Free Loan Association in Lunna, to the celebration of its 10th anniversary of its existence, and let us wish  (4 )!!! Until the 25th Jubilee!

Jacob Meisel (Y’M)

Remembrance Forever

In great appreciation, let here, in our Jubilee Journal, be mentioned the name of Mr. Moshe Eliashberg, of Blessed Memory, who was one of the founders of our Loan Association  and who contributed much to its development. (5)

Glory to His Memory!

The Founding of Our Loan Association

It was in the year 1928, and times, compared with today, were not too bad. Merchants, artisans – all made a living, earned their keep.  There was no great dearth of money in town.  The Jewish People’s Bank functioned very well, and one could secure loans there of even larger sums of money on easy and good terms. It was also not very difficult to obtain private loan-free interest, even for longer terms.  There was aplenty Dollars if not Zlotys in town: dowry money, or sent by American relatives, if not interest-free, then at  a small interest.  Well, the money problem was not on the urgent agenda in our little town. 

We learned from the press that in Warsaw there existed a central bureau that organized loan associations throughout the country.  We read in the newspapers notices that such associations had already been established in a number of towns. And so it happened that, on a certain Wednesday, sitting in the prayer house, a conversation among a few prayer-house Jews took place, including the author of these lines. How Come? Why should we sit with folded arms? Why lag behind the neighboring towns? (6 ) Why shouldn’t we, as well, utilize the chance?  Without long discussions, it was decided, yes, we should go ahead with it, we should not neglect it, it was indeed a very important matter.  (7)  -- perhaps it may bring great benefits in future years? The present  opportunity must not be missed! Said and done – we immediately got to work, called to attend a general meeting to select a governing board, etc. 

The call was not very well heeded in town.  Barely a dozen attended the meeting.  The organizers, in the meantime, became somewhat disappointed and lost courage, and yet they reconsidered and took the next step.  Namely, selected a governing board.  The elections were easy, no fireworks, since all present were, not having any choice, elected to the governing board. At first obtaining members was not an easy matter:  A great part of the townspeople were unconcerned and cold .  One did not yet know (8) – would  it not be the same type of loan association that had already once existed in town, before the war, poorly organized and  of little use?  Thus the response was very weak. Yet thanks to a few energetic people who threw themselves into the effort body and soul, went house to house, explained the importance of the matter to all, it was finally possible to secure several hundred Zlotys as enrollment fee for members.  At the same time we received funds from. America.  From the Central Bureau we also obtained a long-term loan.  And so our Loan Association became active.  (9 )  The capitalization and the volume of business of our Loan Association grow every year.  There is almost no person in town who is not a member.  There is no longer the chill and disinterest of yore.  At  every opportunity – celebrations, weddings, circumcisions, etc. funds are raised for the Association.  Annually several fund-raising events take place: During the Talmud reading of Laws, New Year, Collection Plate, Rings; and those raise considerable income. The Association is esteemed and enjoys the confidence of the entire town. It is a repository of various deposits.  Our Association has now been in existence for 10 years.  Very many families were truly saved from going under. Looking over the pages of the Association books, we see that it was involved in  all important activities --  bridesmaid funds, help for the sick, fines for Jews, etc.  It met all challenges, provided help in every important matter in a timely and required fashion.  10 years of Association activities.  Years go by and times change.  Those old Jews with dollars are no longer here, private loans and  contributions are difficult to come by. Thanks to all, the Loan Association is the most important institution in town.  

( 10  )  

Israel Bund, President of the Free Loan Association

The Significance of he 10-year Jubilee

A Jewish legend tells of a bird, “Khul,” that is immortal. Every thousand t years it breathes fire that envelops it, but does not burn it; then the rejuvenation process begins…

The Jewish people also experiences a similar “Khul” process: it plays a great economic and cultural part for a certain amount of time; and when, under external “Sodom” pressure, it breaks up economically and culturally, an internal fire appears and – a miracle! – the rejuvenation process begins…In another land, on a different continent – Jewish martyrology tells us about many such instances. 

As integral parts of the nation, all Jewish institutions, including the Free Loan Associations, experience a similar process. The idea of free loans is, as is known, traditional.  It is the main driving force of the internal development of the r Jewish people in its socio-economic evolution, and it alsao has the good quality of being in tune with the economics of the generation.

Years ago, the granting of loans had a more personal character.  The creditor was imbued with internal conviction and accepted the (11 ) as imperative. And as long as the loan was not a result of external influence, the (12 ) enjoyed the sanctity indicated in the Biblical jurisprudence. 

In later years, when new calamities and projected calamities cause great helpless fear of the perspective of the future among the Jewish popular masses, the concept of loan-granting loses its previous value, because in parallel with the new calamities, brotherly confidence also weakened.  Now a worthwhile pawn was required to ensure that the loan would be repaid, and this is already philanthropic loan-granting.  But when the pauperization process increases in strength and usury blossoms like mushrooms after a rain, individual loan giving became transformed into social loan giving: Loan Associations arose, in which rich men contributed larger sums for the initial capital, and then supported the association with monthly membership fees. The loans were taken out only by poor people – against pawns.  Before the war, some 253 such associations existed on the territory of the Russian state alone. 

After the World War, when the Jew and his commerce were thrown and buffeted from one extreme to the other in the great world upheaval, there must arise social help based on principles of productivity. Now  comes into being the present humanitarian Free Loan Association that transforms the individual efforts into collectively-organized ones that include, without exception,  all strata of the Jewish  population which presents a silent but effective defense against the  economic offensive of boycotts and anti-Semitism  thanks to the no-interest loans. 

The  idea of loan granting, that passed through different concepts, thus returned to its basic form.  The (13 ) became a social imperative, an ethical problem in which the individual finds his greatest  happiness in the happiness of all…

The association for universal happiness has been active for ten years.  It affects positively our economy; strengthens economically and mentally the impoverished, the poor, browbeaten, fallen, and desperate. Yet the evil forces are not silent, either. They dynamite the ground of our existence.  Now – it appears – we will be torn apart and disappear from the world stage.  But then again: The fire of upheaval that bursts forth does not consume  us, but, on the contrary, strengthens our power of resistance – and the rejuvenation process takes place again…

The period of ten years’ activity towards more intensive, focused efforts for the community and its well-being – we call the Jubilee. 

There is no doubt that the Jubilee of 10 years of existence of our Loan Association is a celebration for us, inhabitants of Lunna. But midst the celebrations we must not lose sight of the real significance of the Jubilee, that calls for doubling the energy of efforts definitely to realize the drawn constructive plan aiming at the lasting  assurance of the welfare of the broadest masses of the population of Lunna by means of granting productive loans. 

Israel Kossovsky

The Association for All

The work of an institution, society, party, or people cannot be assessed on the basis of observations spanning a short period of time, but rather after the close of a certain epoch during which the institution develops.  It is the same with the Loan Association of Lunna. 

It is ten years that this important institution exists and brings aid for the entire town. One may compare the development of the Lunna Association to the growth of a tree.  Like a tree that becomes worthy when its roots reach deep, its branches grow wide, and its fruit become ripe and juicy, so it is with the Lunna Loan Association. At first it grew weakly and slowly. The future important tasks that the Association would address had not  yet been foreseen. But it grew with time, and today , after the activities of 10 years, we see that the Association is one of the popular and important institutions in town.  

It is a Free Loan Association for All Who Need it, for all without exception, and the present 10 Year Jubilee is a celebration for the Jews of Lunna during which they will demonstrate their ties and their dedication to the Association, and will cause it to morph into an even stronger and mighty institution. 

Lejb Khatsar, Treasurer

Good Advice

Lend me, dear Beryl, just a few bucks, 

My note is soon overdue. 

No, Mr. Israel, I wish that I could,

But I am pressed by my problems, too. 

Perhaps, Chaim, a smallish loan, 

I have to pay taxes today.

Since morning I’m looking for money myself, 

My feet are all red from the fray.

My Dear  Mr. Baruch, please take a look

A creditor’s after my hide.

I’ve no cash myself, it’s the market in Rosh

-A useless and time-wasting ride. 

Help me, O! Moshe, and be a good pal,

A small loan perhaps you can find.

Believe me, my brother, I give you my word

I’m with my first payment behind. 

What is one to do – it’s a town of the dead, 

Whom ask, and where shall I go?

All are so poor, and all they can say,

Is no, and alas no, and no!

The Loan Association has some advice: 

The president says, Join the roll!

You will obtain help, like all other Jews,

And you won’t have to worry at all.

Here you don’t have to wait, like in other such places,

And here the sad answer, No way!

You’ll leave all your worries and troubles behind, 

And get your loan right away!

Israel Bund 

10 years of Activity

1. General Remark on Turnover Capital.

Turnover capital of Loan Associations derives from two sources (1) own capital and (2) external capital.  The sources of  internal capital are local, e.g. members’ fees, contributions, enrollment, and contributions of compatriots from abroad.  External capital comes from long-term credits from the Joint,  Cekabe, Bank Gospodarstwa Krajowego [Polish Bank of Land Management] and no-interest deposits. 

2. Regarding the Activities

It is one of the most impossible tasks to describe the activities of our Loan Association over the past 10 years within the confines of the Jubilee publication.  I therefore selected the shortest and the easiest: the language of numbers, which will most clearly illustrate the activities of the 10 years. 

A. Local Income

1928      1929    1930      1931   1932-33   1933-34   1934-35   1935-36  1936-37  1937-38  

627.23  948.55   955.82   877.15  1256.53   1009.-      658.45      639.89   836.06  1257.25

                                                                                                           Total: 9065.93

                        Expenses

----         143.25     310.25   680.-   716.96      710.38     509.67     537.10  544.25    679.25

                                                                                                             Total:  4831.11  

627.23    805.30     645.67  197.15  589.57      298.62     148.78   102.79    291.81   578.00 

                                                                                                              Total: 4234.82

B. External Sources

1928   1929   1930   1931   1932-33   1933-34   1934-35   1935-36   1936-37   1937-38 

   --    351.60  426.-  203.30  292.20      182.51     99.30       106.04     188.82     286.25

                                                                                                               Total: 2136.02

As shown in Tables A and B, we created our own capital: 6,370.84 Zl , gross 11,201.95 Zlotys, which includes 4,168.20 in membership fees.

C. No-Interest Deposits 

 Deposits

:

1929     1930     1931   1932-33   1933-34     1934-35   1935-36    1936-37   1937-38  

3442.75   3351.75   7373.20   9211.45       1595.90      1014 .65      1392.72          2718.71    1716.65    

                                                                                                                          Total:                31,817.78   

Withdrawals:

  2351.77   2702.45     6414.35   9995.80      2590.-       764.05        1756.25          2483.91    1630.55  

                                                                                                                          Total:               30, 689.13 

                                                                                                    Owed, April 1, 1938:            1128.65 Zl.  

D. Joint

Received:

1928   1929   1930   1931   1932-33   1933-34   1934-35    1935-36   1936-37   1937-38

 --          887.50   1832       2400         450               650          450                950               800              1100 

                                                                                                                                  Total: 9519 Zl 50 Gr

Paid Out:

     --        --           89        372            436                  620          548               674                681               567

                                                                                                                                   Total: 3987

                                                                                                     Owed, April 1, 1938 : 5532 Zl. 50 Gr.   

E. PAI   

Received:                     1530 Zl   

Paid Out:                     375

Owed, April 1, 1938:   1155

F. CKB   (Bank of Polish Commerce)

Received:                   3550Zl

Paid Out:                        2650Zl

Owed, April1, 1938:       900Zl

Note:  The Local Income numbers include the amount raised in the campaign, a sum of 254.93 Zl.  Thus we collected in the Million Campaign a sum of 851.93 Zl in cash and obligations. 

G. Loans Granted

1928   1929   1930   1931   1932-33   1933-34   1934-35   1935-36   1936-37   1937-38      Total

  --         260     356      469          314           274           364          310         350           276     2973 # of loans   

  --     10363  18755     31754.30    21575.40  13664.95     19603.75         19499.25      21506.10     22716.30     179438.05

Paid Back:

· 8236.51 14284.69  27468.50 20909.95 14520.20 18502.60 18487.70 20664.97  21418.03  164494.15

On April1, 1938, the debtors owed the Association 14944.90 Zl. 

            H. Building Fund    (1937-38)

Spent: 1500 Zl

Received: 1500 Zl

Note:  The 1500 Zl. Was assigned for a truck.  Lately, i.e. in May this year, a sum of 1612 Zl was assigned for a motorboat.

 Opening Balance Sheet, April 1, 1938

Passive:   Joint                      5532.50

                CKB                        900.-

               Obligations               597.-

                Deposits                1128.65

                Building Fund       1500.-

                 PAI                       1155.-

                Own capital           6370.84

                                           _ _________

                                              17183.99

Active:

                 On Hand:                     23.10  

                  Loans                    14944.90

                  Building Purposes   1500.-

                  Obligations:               597.-

                  Returns                         72.49

                   Inventory                     46.50

                                              ___________

                                                  17183.99

As can be seen from the 10-year accounting figures, our Loan Association did register positive results in spite of the difficult economic conditions in Lunna. The best way to illustrate this is to ask, how would Lunna-Vola have faired without the turnover of some 180,000 Zlotys?? 

Israel Kossovsky, Secretary pf the Free Loan Association 

Note: The Local income figures reflect the sum of 254.93 Zl. raised in  the campaign. Thus we collected during the Million Campaign a sum of 851.93 Zl. in cash and obligations.

The Power of Gemiles Khasad

           1

As years are gone, 

And all alone, 

 

Our life  endures. 

We’re helped in need

By loans: Good deed

                 That God ensured. 


     2

All o’er the world

Prepared the sword, 



Set to go on. 

But we, the Jews

Far from such news, 



We concentrate on loans. 


     3

And every place

That evil waits

 

To do us wrong, 

The loans give fight

With all their might, 



To help along.

          4

Loans – the deed 

Is strong indeed

Mightier than the sword

       They save our lives, 

       And let us strive



In this, our world.

       Israel Kossovsky 

General Overview of the Town

On the shores of the Niemen River, on its left bank, surrounded with colossal areas of woods and fields, is the town of Lunna-Vola.  Since it is at a  distance of 5 Kilometers from the railhead, the Niemen is the cheapest means of communication.  The narest town to Lunna are Volp – 12 Km, Skidl, 18 Km. 

Lunna in the Past:

Thanks to the cheap communications link by way of the Niemen River, a commercial center  for timber and grain , and an import center for goods brought from Germany, such as salt, herrings, kerosene, etc. arose in Lunna.  The grain was exported by barges  and the timber by  rafts to Prussia.  The grain merchants of Lunna used to purchase grain in the surrounding towns, even those far away, and sell the imported goods to them as well. The small merchants and the artisans in Lunna benefited, because they got their supplies from the first source. The market days and fairs were quite successful, because the peasants preferred to come to Lunna, where they could obtain less expensive goods.  Buildings and stables were erected along the river from second-grade timber not suitable for export. This provided a livelihood for dozens of merchants, construction carpenters and saw operators.  The commerce in pitch, also exported to Prussia, was also important. 

Vola in the Past: 

Vola, separated from Lunna by a small stream, used to be independent, even though its population consisted of a score of families.  It used to have its own rabbis and ritual slaughterers – everything needed in a town. In the books there is much about the arguments between Lunna and Vola about meat disputes and similar incidents.  The same books explain that Vola used to be the town, and Lunna seceded into a separate community.  But that was long ago.  Economically Vola  is closely  bound with Lunna.  Since the Lunna  barge-port on the Niemen required lots of barges, a barge construction industry gradually developed in Vola.  At first the Lunna merchant ordered barges, but after the Vola barges proved popular owing to their superior durability, Germans used to order dozens of barges every year, and this provided an income for tens of families. Vola also used to  be involved in fishing, gardening, and fruit growing.

The Credit Problem in the Past:

There were no credit institutions at all. Credit problems were solved by two small Loan Associations that provided loans only to very poor Jews against pawns. The more affluent sought credit privately, for interest, and only a very few in  the Government Bank.

The War and its Effects: 

The World War (1914-18) put an end to all this. Everything was burnt and destroyed.  The only thing that remained as a memory of the disaster was the consolidation of the two towns, Lunna and Vola, which was officially accomplished by the German occupying forces. After the war, when the Niemen River was closed to navigation, the commerce with Germany died out, and the only source of income became the market days and the fairs, which, however, proved satisfactory.  But the situation deteriorated from day to day. The exorbitant taxes and the politics of exclusion ruined the merchants, artisans, and other trades. The merchants were ruined because of the establishment of Christian stores in every village and Christian stalls  during the market and fair days; the artisans owing to the competition of Christian artisans who were not entirely dependent on their work; the village Jew who was expelled from the village; the sabre-maker, who was denied access to the villages.  The fate of the day laborers and cart drivers is particularly difficult, -- the former work for penny wages and the latter are victis of motorization.

The situation in Vola is much worse. Barge making, as was mentioned, disappeared, and fishing fell out of Jewish hands.  What remained were the gardens and the recently planted orchards, that unfortunately show no profit and are riddled with debts of the IKA.

Economic Structure of the Jewish Population: 

According to the statistical report of the Lunna Evidentiary Bureau of the Community, the population of Lunna  consists of 2522 people, of which there are 1671 Jews, some 400 families, i.e. about 2/3 of the general population.  May they multiply

Table A

1938                                                                         1931                                     Locality

Total #  Russian Orthodox  Catholics  Jews  Total    Rus. Orthod.  Cath.  Jews  

1974               149                   546         1279    1793        128           496    1169      Lunna

  548                 72                      84           392      459          61             76    322      Vola

_______________________________________________________________________  2522                221                   630          1671    2252        189             572  1491  Totals

B ut economically it is mych weaker than the Christian population, First, owing to the reasons already mentioned.  And second, because the young people are carried by the heads of the families, supposedly the economically active. The great number of economically inactive (Table B) who are dependent on those supposedly active, most clearly illustrate the sad economic conditions in Lunna-Vola. 

Table B

                         1938                                                          1931

Occupation                   #                              Occupation                 #

Commerce                 85                                   Commerce             178

Trade                        165                                    Trade                    201    

Agriculture                   1                                  Agriculture                1  

Labor and Transport.  62                                  Labor and Transp.  137 

Without occupation  1358                               Without occupation  974 

                             ________                                                          _______

1671 1491

In addition to the People’s Bank and the Free Loan Association, there are two schools, a “Torah and Consciousness” and a Yiddish School Organization  (secular)school, that have their own buildings.; three prayer houses, and an old historic shul recently restored thanks to the government; one Chasidic “house,” a town library, a Yiddish town theater,  a day clinic, a firemen’s association, a vacation spot in the village of Zaleski near Vola, a sawmill, two steam mills, a turpentine factory, and electric light. 

Several political groups are active in town. 

Israel Kossovsky (secretary of the Loan Association)

Note:  The well-known economist Mr. Jacob Leszczynski points out a  methodological circumstance that artificially causes the lowering of the number of economically active people among Jews and the participation of Jewish women in the economy.  The woman who accompanies her husband to the field or to the workshop is considered economically active; but the woman who helps out in the store is not always counted as economically active (see more exhaustively in “The Jewish Economics” No. 4-5, 1937 ).

The Jubilee is Here !

                  I

The Jubilee is here,

                     The Jubilee will go, 

The toils of everyday

                      Will cut through like a saw. 

                II

Reality and Jubilee, 

                       This is our Jewish round.

Turn here, turn there, turn everywhere, 

                        We turn round and round. 

                III 

Ten hard years are over

                        Yet tiredness is gone.

We lived to see the Jubilee, 

                          So Welcome! Every one!

Israel Kossovsky           

A Call

To the Lunna Compatriots Abroad

Dear Compatriots, You are probably aware of the critical situation of the Jewish population in Poland.  But the condition of the population in Lunna that cannot recover from the conflagration in 1931 is even more horrible. .  The only help is the Free Loan Association, founded in 1929 which grants no-interest loans to all strata of the population in Lunna. Owing to the great increase in the number of applicants, the Association , alas, cannot satisfy all  using our own sources, and this causes ruin to a town of impoverished families. 

We therefore appeal to our esteemed compatriots of Lunna to enroll as members of our-their  Association, and pay an annual fee of two dollars – or whatever theyr find it possible.

Compatriot of Lunna!  Only two dollars a year, and you rescue a town from ruin.  Only two dollars a year and your father, brother, or friend will receive his loan in a timely manner and his existence will be assured. Enroll as members of the Free Loan Association of Lunna and mail your membership fee directly to the Association – never to a private address.        

                                                              Address:

Rabbi Tevya Rotberg                                                Kasa Bezzprocentowa

Israel Bund                                                                “Gemiles chesed”

Israel Kossovsky                                                                                  LUNNA 

Lejb Reisner                                                                                 Pow. Grodna 

David Epstein                                                                                 (Poland)                                                                                                          
Yadida Novik

Tevya Kaplan

Mordecai Luluv

Jacob Velbel

Jacob Matilsky

Raphael Zlotoyabko
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