
Instructions for the Use of the Publication Agreement Amendment [NIH-specific] 
 

 

This AMENDMENT is a legal instrument that accompanies and modifies the publisher’s 
agreement you sign in order to have your work published in a journal. Signing and adding 
the amendment to your publisher’s agreement enables you to retain the right to grant 
NIH a license to accept a copy of your article and to make it available for public 
distribution via PubMed Central within 12 months after its initial publication in a journal. 

Authors submitting articles reporting on research supported wholly or in part by NIH 
MUST add an amendment to their publication agreements. Some journals insist on 
signature of an online, electronic publishing agreement that is not amendable. Authors 
should not sign such agreements, but should request that an agreement be sent to them 
by mail or e-mail. Authors should be assured that such a request will in no way affect their 
chances of publication. 

 

To use this NIH-specific amendment: 

Step 1: Sign your publisher’s copyright transfer or publication agreement when you submit 
your final manuscript for publication with the following statement written above your 
signature: 

“subject to attached amendment” 

You must complete Step 1 in order to make the amendment binding. 

Step 2: Attach this amendment (next page) with the information filled in and your 
signature on the bottom. 
 
Step 3: Send both to the publisher and fax a copy to 603-646-3702. 

 



Publication Agreement Amendment 
 
 
 

THIS AMENDMENT hereby modifies and supplements the attached Publication Agreement concerning the 
following Article: 

 
(Article title) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
by (Corresponding author)_________________________________________________________ 
 
in (Journal title)_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

1. Journal acknowledges that Author retains the right to provide a copy of the final manuscript to 
the National Institutes of Health upon acceptance for Journal publication, for public archiving in 
PubMed Central as soon as possible but no later than 12 months after publication by Journal. 

2. For record keeping purposes, Author requests that Publisher sign a copy of this Amendment 
and return it to Author.  However, if Publisher publishes the Article in the journal or in any 
other form without signing a copy of this Amendment, such publication manifests Publisher’s 
assent to the terms of this Amendment. 

 

AUTHOR                                                         PUBLISHER 
 
 
____________________________________       _____________________________________  
(corresponding author on behalf of all authors) 

 

  Date _________________________      Date __________________________  

 

 


