Finding an Article – Search Tips
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Note: The Web of Science search interface will change
coming Jan. 27th
Try this:
· Limit by publication date on the Search Screen beforehand.

· Refine results by putting additional search terms in search box

· Refine by Subject Area (eg, biochem & molecular biol, biophysics … )

· Refine by Document type (eg article -- or choose a  review article for background)

· Analyze by Source Title (Journal Title) or Author to view the most frequent / prolific. 
· Sort by Relevance (default sort is by date, most recent articles first)
· Sort by Times Cited to view high-impact articles (note, results may be skewed for very recent articles)
· From an article full record, view the journal’s Impact Factor in Journal Citation Reports.   In Journal Citation Reports, compare the rankings of journals within a subject category.

SciFinder Scholar requires a software client that is installed 
on Kresge Library computers.
Try this:

· Choose Explore to search by research topic

· Topics where concepts are found “As Entered” and “Closely Associated” are both important.   Don’t be alarmed by huge result sets at this point!
· Choose Analyze / Refine to refine (filter) results by database (CAPlus (i.e., Chemical Abstracts) or MEDLINE), by publication year, and/or by document type (eg journal article or review) 
· Choose Analyze Refine then Categorize to view groups of index terms in broad categories (eg, “Genetics & Protein Chemistry”)
· Choose Analyze / Refine then Analyze  to view results by Index Term.  Presents a histogram of most frequently occurring Chem Abstracts index terms.
· Choose Analyze / Refine then Refine  to enter additional search terms to narrow your search (“Refine by Research Topic”)

Tip:  Link to PubMed from the Library’s eResources page 
or from the Library Catalog to enable Dartmouth full-text
linking.

Try this:

· Use the Limits tab to limit by publication date or by 
language
· Enter additional search terms in the search box (no
“And” or “Or” are required).
· Review articles are separated out under the Review tab.
· View the Details tab to see how PubMed interpreted your search terms and to identify appropriate MeSH (subject) headings.
· The Preview / Index tab allows you to explore terms in the MeSH database, or to add terms in specific fields (author, article title)

Find MEDLINE on the Web of Knowledge platform using 
the dropdown box on the top menu bar (current version)
OR under “Select a Database” (forthcoming version).
Try this:

· Limit by publication date on the Search Screen beforehand.

· Analyze results by MeSH heading to get a sense of possible topics and subject headings.  You can repeat the Analyze step as often as desired to drill down further.
· On the main Search Screen, use the MeSH Thesaurus browser to explore MeSH headings and qualifiers (subheadings) of interest.

· Analyze or Refine by Publication Type, Source Title, or Author to view the most frequent / prolific of these.
· Sort  by relevance

· From a full record, choose View in Web of Science to jump into that database.   From there, view Citing Records, Related Records, and jump into Journal Citation Reports for information on the journal’s impact.
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