Evaluating Websites
Who wrote it?
· Is author’s name listed? Or is that the webmaster? Is it a nickname or a pseudonym?
· Tip: Look at the bottom of the page or on one of the top corners
· What are the author’s background and credentials?  Are they given?  Or missing?
· Is the author affiliated with any organization, institution, or company?  

· Does that organization have any connection to the site’s topic?  
Why was it written?
· What is the purpose of the site?  

· Tip: Look for a link that says “About…” or “FAQ”
· Is it educational? Persuasive? Political? Entertaining? Is it trying to sell you something? 

· What’s the bias?  Is there a clearly stated position on a particular issue or set of issues?
· Tip: Even “biased” sites may have reliable content
· Are ads integral to the site’s content, or merely a way for the webmaster to keep the site up and running?  Do ads take up more space than content?
· Tip: Watch out for pop-up ads!

For whom was it written?
· Is the site freely available or does it require a subscription?
· Tip: Were you asked for a password?

· Tip: Did you find the site through the Library’s website?
· Is it addressed to a specific audience by region?  Age group?  Profession? Belief? 

Is it current?

· When was it first written? When was it last revised?  
· Tip: Look at the bottom of the page for a copyright or “last updated” statement
· Is the site a static document, or a “living” site? Is the site being maintained and updated?

· Tip: Be suspicious of dead links to other sites.  Be very suspicious of dead links within the site.
Is it well-produced?

· Has it been proofread?  
· Tip: Typos, poor spelling, and grammatical errors indicate a lack of proofreading and/or editing, and therefore a lack of professionalism and quality.
· Is it user friendly?

· Tip: Material originating on the web should also have the user in mind when it comes to formatting, type size, and overall readability.
Do you have a compelling reason to use a website in the first place?
· Is a website an appropriate resource for your topic?  

· Tip: Some material on the web is expressly non-scholarly
· Tip: On the other hand, some material may be too scholarly, especially if you need only a quick overview or a few basic facts
· Where else can you find this information? What resources did your finding tool (e.g., Google, library catalog, course syllabus) exclude?

· Is the online interface (and file format) more annoying than the print?

· If lifted from another source, will the original source have more current information?

