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cted to the most discrifmina-
tion and t.he worst, Injustices, very
few persons would even think of
“The Japanese Ameri-

SKED which of tge country's
A nic-mincriti¢s has been sub- .
jen

AILYWHI

S ccess Story,
\ Jhpan&se -Amencan
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object of color prejudice. Like the
Jews, they have been feared and hated
as hyperefficient competitors. ‘And;
more than gny other group, they have
been seen as the agents of an over-
seas ememy. Conservatives, liberals

: cans.’ t  if the question refers and radicals, local sheriffs, the Fed-
to per _alive today, that may eral’ Government and the Supreme

ol R

s well l}eﬁ.he corpect peply. Like the  Court have cooperated in depying
Negrdes; ;the JapaneSe have begn the them their elementary rights—most
3 ” . notoriously in their World War II
WILL|AM PETERSEN i o pmféum of  €vacuation to internmeni camps.
. 8 saciology st the Unjvénity of California Generally this kind of treatment,
. at Peckeley, His latest book is “The Pali as we all know these days, creates
ticsl of| Population.” what .might be termed “problem mi-
i “, Lo W 2

(A

T—Two. dedades after the war, Jagankse ‘Americans—here,
{g:ﬁs’ “Little Tokyo™ and on allfomual farms-—lcad a gen!r-
filuent and, for|the mosl pirt, Pfgh!y Amtnca:med life: “Even
ntry whose patron saint is the Horatio ﬁlger hero, there is no
paralltl to théir success story.” ‘ ey .
I . e V o ™ "o -
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norities.” Each of a number of inter-
reiated faclors — poor bhealth, poor
education, Jow Income, high crime
rate, unstable family paitern,'and so

on and on— reinforces all of the

others, and together they make up
the reality of shum life, And by the
“principie of cumulation,” as ‘Gunnar
‘Myrdal termed it in “An American
“Dilemima™ this ‘social reality rein-
fomsourpn}uclieulndlarﬂnfmed
by them. When whites defined Ne-
groes as inherently lesy intelligent,
for example, and therefore furnished
them with inferior schools, the prod-
mqmmmm
the original stereotype, :

Once the cumulative dqghdal.lon
has gone far enough, il.ismtpriously
difficuit to reverse the ‘When
portunities, even
, are opened up; the minority's
reaction to them is ‘tolbmgn
tive—either sell-def I.hyor
a hatred so all ‘as to be

seif-destructive. For all the well-mean- pn.tmnnint.u,

' ing programg and - Mmbghr-
Iy studies now focused on thé Negro,
we barely know how to repair the
damqgethnttheslave'ua‘du'ssurpd‘\

Musmryof.lmmﬂum.

andtormumnm'?mﬁum P :
more attention than & been given, * the more '%

Barely more years after the

el of the wirlime cainps, this is a’

]\. ‘minority ‘that has risen. abgve even

prejudiced criticism, By any eriterion
of good citizenship that we chooge,

!oppor- s

|

P

Word War 1), 117,116 Jmncu Amcucamd-cd
alulr—vrcu tihn from thiir Ilomcs and iulﬂ/m

and
lmrl'im'clni

mu;wcf:h pereema fes. it is difficult

Hawall l6 the mational popu-
lation, the htal reached not quite
475,000. In- ofher: woris, . in

years Japanefd Ankericans condtituted

slightly: more-

the Japanede Americans ary better : the national pepittation. Even in Cal-
: ifornia, whére then as new most"of
¢ the mainland - Japiness lived, they
,mndeuponly!lpereentafthe

thumyothergmpmmrsociﬂy,
including native-born wmtet They

" have established this remarkable rec-

ord, moreover, by-their own almost
totally unaided eﬂort Everyunumpt

;-. c

| X

t

-state's, lpopuhuon in 1920.
Against the perspective of these

he.Horatip
yhhf\m

* 200,000 Japuneu n .

: marriage
. hibited in most Wealern states, many
Japanecse fived for years with no nor- '

plure the pdranci#¢ flavor of

the vast mass of anli-Japanese agip,., seven.lo

tation in the first
cenlury. Prejudice
bounddries of social clais: .the libor-
dominated Asiatic Tuxion Ledgue
, Hved in strange feflowship with the
large California lafidowners. ‘Thé reat
of the nation gradublly adopted what
was termed “the California position™
in opposing “the Ypllow "Peril” until
finally Asians werd totally excluded
by the iminigration laws of the nine-
teen-twenties, |

. Until the ekclusion’law was enacted,

decades of this
recognized . no

‘.,Japnneae lpusinuaeu were pickitcd
than 0.1 per cent of ,

In S8ah Fr ap were as-
saulted onj| the stnnt.s and,’ It they
tried to prbtect-themselves,’ weré ar-
rested for flisturbing the peace. Since
roas racial lines wu;'pm-

-

mal family ule tthé
25 males to one fe

1920). Untit|1954 nd
be naturalized,

“théy were de

were llmod.

| access Lo any urban

professions that requl.'ed a license and

to the awnerphip of agTiculiural land.” -i

But. ng degradati ' .affected this

s might have
citi
exceptionally law-abi

been expected.

hip, thi Jnmm were -

g &lien resi- -

dents. Ofter] umable!do marry for
many years. they developed a family

life both and

to hetp their children cross

cultural gap: Denied

!ﬂexlble epough -
ss m, wide
access to jpany

urban jobs, both white-collar "and
manual, they uridertobk meni I 4

with such
achieved a

perseverance that ,
modest success. Denled

annhip of the land, they acquired
control through one or another sub-

terfuge and.

{Continued on Pngg 33) q
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" (Cohtinued f

Pag~ 21)
by intensive ¢ultivation of
their amall plots, helped con-
vert-the Califorpia desert into

8 fabulous agripultural land «

IHEN on b. 9, 18942,

bit more two mo..r:l’..

ving miili-
authority to

exclude any all pemonq
from  desi mili
areas.  The lowing dny.

Lieut. Gen. John L. DeWitt'
head of the Weatern Defense’
Command, defined bth'e rele-
vant area as tmajor portions °
of w-.uhingt.on Oregon, Ida-
o, Montans, § califernia, Ne-
‘and Utah. '
this whole v
Rlien 'Japanesd

t area all
native-
any degree of
" Japanese destent — 117,116
perzons in ali—were subjected
" *in rapid succegsion to a cur-
few, assembly temporary
.. camipa within ¢ sonte and
- evacuation from the wone to
“relocation {\Iteu" . Men,
+ women dnd Idren of all
ages were uprdoted, a total of
. ¢ 24,712 families. Nearly two-
- thirds! were citizens, bécause
they r_u\d' ey born 'in this
cduntry; the temainder were
aliens, barredi’ from cltiun-
ship. -

- "Some lost. _ery\.hlng t.hey
had; many lost' most of what
they had" said the official -
report of the War Relocation -
Authority, total prop- °
erty left behind by e£vacuees, .
according to the preliminary -~
W.R.A. estimite, was worth
$200-millign. After the war,

the :Government’ repald per-
haps as much

3 or 40
cefits on, the ollar e tast " 7
claim was- set{led in No-

vember, 1965, er twio.out of *-
the three ov al ?laintl!’_!’s
} hu'd died.

-What cond ivabla Tenson

eonmxhere have Been for this
* forced- transfer of an znlire
population tq. concentration
camps, where|they lived sur-
‘rounded by brbed wire and
watched} by ed gutrds'
The official explanation was-,
that “the evatuation was im-

pelied ‘by- tary neceasity,”

-

JANUARY 0. 1944 "
. . S

1
Japan, lnd‘\ they were t‘ll
segregated inithe camp at

Lake, Calif. -On July'1, 44.

Congress passed a special|law
by which Japanese Ameritans

. might renounce their Amer-

ican citizenghip, and the camp
authorities | permitted tgugh
Japanese nationalists seeking
converts t¢ proselytize, |and

" terrorige the other inmates. '
Partly’
- Amgrican-bprn citizeng signed

&|consequénce, 3,371

applications ;:’noum:mg heir
citizenship. any of &lem
were minoms who were pres-
sured by thelr distrapght:and

disiitusioned: parents: theiy ap-
plications
cepted by
eral.. A 3
renunciants were removefl Lo
Japap and|ichose to' mcquire
Japn.bcae ditizenship. A [few
casey are still pending, more
ths.n 20 yed rs_after the event
majority, the re.

& Attormey {ien-

r five yeam of
. . r

lq wi subjected to
injiystices? | Seen from t.he
outsidg; - they ‘strike the white .

a =olidiy unitary
M'- but even a casua] ac:

,ymwal s Japaneu in
 Wor War Il were spared

s the injust|ces inflicted up- -

toh ‘maitland  Japanese |

| America Immiediately

| after Peard Harbor, there

weqie, ingvitably, allega-

Bs-tha ihcy had sabo-.

gc& tht defenses there.
hese rumors 'were investic |
ﬁhd in| full four times

:iqnh-by Honolulyls chijef.

police, by ¢ cre-: '

i tiry of War, by the dn-

i m?or of the F.B) and,
‘fipally and most complete-
ly, by John A. Bums, now

" Govemor of Hawaii and

| then “a_ Honoluhs police

for fear of a column. As
General DeWift said: “A Jap's ! Iueu'ianad in_charge of
& Jap. It maXesno difference pount‘r-e:plonagi and a
whether he fp an American - gy officer with miitary
citizen or not - They are tellial d d
a dangerous d ement. whether inteligence—eand prdved |
* loyal or not."| completely false. But the
The cases b m;justlce are  lesso of this quadruple
too numero to count, Ome v_mle__o{aon was lost: E)
of the more (iagrant s that | the morass, of maisland }
e so-caMdd . s T ‘)
After years df harassment, & 1 racial prejudice.—~W.P. ﬁ
- number of Japahese Americans | “ . ’
requested  rEpatription  to ] #_——n
. » . ‘ I R .i.‘. .‘ .
H 5
.. . Lo | I
. h DR "o

vere illegally ! ac. |

Il number of ‘the "

. boy akne 1n

i " eligible for

- quaintanceship reveals deep
fissures along’ every dimen-
ston.
The divislo between gemer-
jtant for eyery
p, was crycial
: in their case| That the igsei.
‘- the generatiofy born in Japan,
. were blocked |[from citizenghip -
e occupatipnal
Ilfe

difficult,
tive-
Be-
irst and se:-ond
na-

late in life
might have’
dren's grandparents. This was

the combinafion that ficed ~

.General DeWitt's forces—men’
v?ell"'luonq i% years, with no
political powler and few |ties
" to the general community. and
a multitude §f school children
and youths, .4f whom the aid-
est had bare]ly pesched 30
The k American-born
Japanese whe had spent some
time as  tpen-agers being
educated il  Japan, ~ were
féatyred ' in| racist writings
as an especially ominous group.
For some, jt'is true, the
sojourn’ in the land of their

fathers fashigned their parents' -

ental | nostalgia
committed |nationalism,
many instances, however, the
effect of serging a- prolvincial
6 Tokyo's tumul-s
life was the con-
trary. Back] in the United
States. many. kibei taught.
the Army lapguage schools or
worked for{ the 0.S.8 and
other intelligence gervices, -
Camp fite|was given a spe-
cial poignangy by the Defense

inte

tuous studen

Department' changing policy
concerning fisel. Until June,
1942, Japanepe Americans were

ilitary service on
the same bapis as other young
men. Thenfwith the evacua-.
tion compieled and the [abel
of distoyal thus given official
sanction, allf nisél were put in

class 1V-C—enemy aliens. Th:
Japangse American ‘' Qitizens
League (J.ALC.L.), the group's
main politicgl voice, fought for

the right of the American citi-
zens it repfesented to volun-
tegi’. and by the end of the
year won Itg point,

Most-of the volunteers went -
inte = segyegated unit, the
442d Infantfy Combat
which absoybed the more fa-

- mous 100th| Battation. In the
broody battles of Italy, this
battation algne collected more
than 1,000. Purple Hearts, 11
Distinguished Service Croases,
44 Silver ‘Btars, 31 Bronze
Stars and |three Legion of
Merit ribbogs. It was one of
{Conﬁmud on Page 28)
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T« 10aity. and then,

| UPROOTED-A: family enJ N
dinner ‘at one of 4

M ; :

- ment. camps in wh
nese[Americans werd

1., ddring World War
“a "3 in San B

w ﬂoo-milli_t\

promise of *

rre ctloil\erﬂ_a{‘

of | such property,

evprything they had.

I

rtnmer ok e e i

..
|

-
{Contikued from ¥
thk most decorated

e of policy ti

t. A# Distfiot J
man - decldred

ined on the grrol

5 an ;
nouncing the prdgram. The%

evacutes left behind

P
,.’)E o

e e o g e

u:-.i-t—n:._p:.._‘.’l-h-,w

ps became subject to the

leonscience

ind.of dis-

lutjder dyress tndi
,ccmpellid to se¢

"No Boy,” written by & ve
st the Pacific war aboul a

" Braft; the lss
frawn. The hero's mother,

i

of e - .
h-,--uq"-i".?‘r.'.ﬁﬂf.".‘:ﬂ::
300 . e Thrader. Aqul . P98 or frwmwet B0 . . snd

J

whe had ralsed him to be
Japanese nationalist, turns out
to be parancid.-Back in Seattle
from the prison where he
served his tinve (he was not
tried in Judge an's
court), the hero struggles to
find his way to the Ametica
that rejected him and that he

‘had ‘rejected. A nisei friend

who retarned from the
war with a wound that even-
tually kills him is pictured as
refatively well-off. In short,
in contrast to the works of
James Baldwin, this is a novel
of revolt againal revoit.

HE key to sucress in thé
United States, for Jupanese or
anyone else, gis -education.
Among persons sged 14 years

{Continued on Page 38)

-

T NEW YORK TIMES MAGALINE,

o N



| T

and of+ extraordinary academic
“I'm worth, The extracurricular
activities they listed were
{£ I am to go|to college, prosaic — the Nisei Studint
ve to work three times as  Club, various fraternities, field
, . . sports, only occadionally any-
thing even as slightly off the
beaten track as jaxzr music.

| ‘tCoktinuid from Page 38)  ynderiine again, then.
| or over in 1960, the lmedian liwe & third
mpleted ot smart,” he wb

was suggested in a number of

Jobs| waya: Students hud personal
. and references from nisel profes-
one ¢ sors fn totally unrelated fields,
high| and the part-time jobs they

held {almost all had work
(Continued on Page |40/ -

3 G.1.'S—In Word War I, all
nisei, though native-born citi-
| I V zem, were firsg classifi ed as

enemy aliens. They to

% ’ . fight - for the nght serve.
P - F AL Below: Members of the much-

' : : decorated 442d Infantry
bat Team and 100th Battal-
ion, wounded in France and
Italy. Left: A nisei veteran,
home safely, is wzlcomcd'by
_his father.
. %.
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{Contintied from Page 38}

.. their way  through college)y

t ¥ in plant nurser-
‘stores and other

| “were

12

< traditionally Jupanese: busi-
neas

_]J .

f
1

%

1

N

\ishments. A
Their . degrees were almost’
bever iy liberal arts but in
. business; sdministration, op-¢
tometry, engineéring, or some

. other mjiddie-level profession.

. either pirecisely

> cent cl

They obriously saw thelr edu-
cation as & means of gequiring
a salable fkili- that codld be
used either inr the general com-
mercial- world or. if that re-
mained glosed to Japanese, in
» small personal enterprise.

ed. to designate the begin-

" ning salary they wantéd, the tinuing to fall

y . gave
the oneKthey
ot in their first professional
under - that,
up, these nisel were
udres, If they had any.
bt pbout the transcend-
tal walues ,of American
middle-ciass life, it 4id not re- .
duce their determination to
“achieve at least that level of .
security -and comfort. Their
education was conducted like
s, ‘military campalgn against
o hostile world; with intelli-

. 1 . & ll-y'

o mln }lmlted
“Yogitions and won them.: ,

The victory s still Tmited:
Japapese arg now employed in
most tlelds\-bztli not at the

" highest. levels. Tn 1960, Japan-
ese mates had a muchchigher
occupational level than whites
_ 8 pér cent in white-coltar
jobs as compared with 42.1
per cent of whites, 26
ifigd as pro nals
or technicigns as. com:

;ﬁh »{2.5 cent of whites,

'on. Yet the 1958 median

applicants —

.

’ incothe of Japanese males was .

only 34,306, a lttle less than
the $4,338 earned by white

" "causes”

4. Per « sybculture becoming morefiiigd -
ege

o

_ of crime. In guch &
sium environment, even though
surroumded by ethpic  groups
with high crime rates, they
have been exceptionally law-
abiding. . v

Prof. Harry Kitano of U.C.
L.A., has collated the proba-
tion records of the Japanese.
in Los Angeles County. Adult

crime rates rose there frem |

1920 to & peak in 1840 and
then declined sharply to 1960;
but throughout those 40 years
the rate was consistaptly yn

-der that for non-Japanese. In.
Los Angeles today, while the-
general crime rate “iF Fisipg,
for Japarese adults it

" California: life -
tables for 1938-61, Japanese

According to

+ Americans jin the state hld}i“ .

life expectation of 74.5 yes
¥ (males) and 81.2 years
(;eml.l&ﬁ'mh is six to seven
years longer than that of Call-
1fornia -whites, a relatively
“favored group: by national -
lltamhrds_ 8o far as I know,
‘this is the first time that any
. population “anywhere has at-.

tained an average longevity.of

- more than 8. years,

:Ea the sansei —iihe. third
" generation,” the children of
- nisel—the camp experience is
either & half-forgotten child-
hood memory or something ot
quite believable that happened
" to thejr parents. They have
grown up, most of them, in

: relatively comfortable circum- -

stances, with 'the Ameri
element of thkit compgl
more dominant, As ’
young people adapt to the gep-
eral patterns. will they also—
as many of their parents fear

—take over more of the

faults of American society?
The delinquency raté améng

_ Japanese youth today is ¥pth

- - higher than it used to be
. e OR il

types of social path-

Yy ologyabout ‘which there are

3
Il
&

»

usable dasp, the incidence is
lower for Japanese than for
any other gthnic group ia the
Ametican population. It is
true that the statistics are not .
viry satisfactory, but they are
generally good enough for
“%omparisons. ‘The most
annoying Hmitation| is that
data are oftes ! ed onty
for the megniriglessly general-

1

" 71zed category of “nénwhites”

-

‘In 1884, according; to the

"RBJI1% “Unlform Crime BRe- * they llved at home with splid | was s3

ports.” three Japanese ‘in the
whole ‘ country were arrested

for murder and three for man- .. brothers and sisters wére not Japan

slaughter. Two W arrested
for rape uﬁ 29 for assault.
The low intidence holds also
for erimes against property:
20 arrests for robbery, 192 for
reaking and entering, 83 for

to theft, 251 for larceny.

far as one can ieil from
the few avallable studies, the
-Japanese have been excep-

' ‘Hongl im this respect mince

their: jrrival in this country.
Like most immigrant groups,
nisel generatly - hive llved in
nelghborhoods  characterized.
by’ overcrowding, poverty, dj-

i
lapidated housing, and other. sanséi teen-agers wive ar- T[ -,

* mains lower than that of

nd
is ‘Hising---though- it still [l}-
any

, other group. '

Frank Chuman, a Los An-
geles lawyer, has been the
unsel for close to 200 young
panese offenders charged
ith everything 'from petty
theft to murder. Some were.

-organized intb gangs .of 10 to %

15 members, of whom-a few’
were spmetimes Negroes or'

Mexicans. Nothing gbyious’in, - t, el
their background accoynts for: .- ihg to s

their delinquency. ‘Typically;:

middig-class families ip pléas- B
.ant  neighborhoods; . their

in trouble. Yorl Wada, & nisei
member ™ of. the, California
Youth Authority, believes that
;somé of thése young people
are in revolt against the nar-
row confin€s of the nisel sub-
culture while being -unable to
accept white soclety. In one
extreme instapce, a "sansef |
charged with assault with the

a3 member of the Black Mug-
-lims, seeking an identity
‘among those extremist Negro
wnationalstet . . P oo

In Bacrathento, a number of

|

is con- - -§

1

“+

ew - In Japanese
commenfty but, | according to
the - police, “npthing to be .
alarmedjat.” The parents dis-

of .the |
confi A
meeting
tyeen 4
majorit,
ults
. e
such p
iatHy
- A d
tablisied,
?mml L

i

- when pgres fére

4

ENERATION
glubwoman and Brawnie leads
panese American; or nisei.

ttra, the Los: Anqtks
. )

|
rest.e_dM:r -shoplit‘ g—some-

"menton

parents
their

de
Ing to typical Japa
, icans of the risi|
A do er mem|

Symphony.

ot .
le. On a pus where
to a bohenii slob is a
mark of distinction, they wash
therhselves and dress with un-
ostentatioys neatness.  They
are ‘mhostly gogd students, no
longer concentrated inithe util
4 an subjecty their fathersy
ed but often majoring in

N | arts. Most can speak
a Jittl¢ Japanese, but very few
".morg than a few

B

worfls)| Some pre opbosed to
int rriage, 'some not; hut
©oall t the jAmerican prin-
clplr that! it is love between
the,pﬂ.rtner's at makes for
:hiod family] Conscious of
mingrity gtatus, they are
secking a meahs both of pre-
‘seffing' elements of the Japa-
mese cultiire of recondiling
tt Pully 'with | the Ametican
one; but thejr effort lacks the
polgnant £ efly of the earlier
co " :
Your | sansel were
the 778 arvested in the
Berkeley  student rigts, | and
. they aré as atypical ag the;
Bac to delinguents. (One,
the ghter of a man’whb
20 | pgo| was,an officer
of ‘a front, i no
more of generational
reviolt{thay the more publjcized
,Bettina Aptheker.
It miy [impression ! that

these few extrimists consfitute

a al moxal probl for

meny |of the |zansei students,

Bﬁe the law In-

vi retribu agains! uﬁ
cle| commupiity, and thus

bly wrong: But such acts,

er one |judges on

Right: The wile:of a prosperous businessman, en active
Mri. George T. Aratani is a ucond-gczcution o
er garden ovedacks a lake in the Hollywood
ills, AGove: Viohiist Roy. Tanabe, 27, belangs to the third generation, the
i i to play with a majet American symphony

L

- :

other grounds, also sym

an escape from the persisten
concern over ‘“the Japanese
image” Under the easygoing
middle-class life, in short,
there lurks still a’-wariness
born of their parents' experi-
ence as well as a hope that
they really will be able .to
make it in & sense that as yet
has not been possible,

I}m history of the u’&ual .
‘States, it is sometimes for-

gotten, is the history of the
diverse groups that make up
our population, and thus of
their frequent discord and
usual eventual cooperation.
Each new nationality that
arrived from Eurppe was typi-

cally met with such hostility -

as, for example, the anti-
German riofs in the Middle
West a centyry ago, the Amer-
ican Protective Association to
fight the Irish, the national-
quota laws. to keep out Ital:

fans, Poles and Jews. Yet, in
one tion. or two, each
white ity took sdvantage
of the lic' schools, the free

labor market and America's
political democracy: it climbed
out of the slums, took on
better-paying occupations and
acquired social wespect and
dignity.

‘This is not true (or, at best,
less true) of such "nonwhites”

as Negroes, Indians, Mexicans, -

Chinese and Filipinos. The
reason usually given for the”
difference Is that color preju-
dice s 50 great in thiS country

THE NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE




a person who carries this
le stigma has litle or no
\possibility of rising. . There is

in"jhe theory, the Japa-
nese case is of interest
- preciselty it constitutes

the. ouuhnding exception.

t made the Japanese
Americans different? . What
gave them the strength to
thrive on adversity? To say
that it was. their “national
character” or “the Japanese
subculture” or - some para-
phrase of these terms is mere-
ly to give a label to our i
ance. -But it iIs true t we
must look for the persistent

ttern these termis imply,
Eu'gr than for isolated fae-
.l.ors.z B
* The issel who came to
‘America were catapulted out.
of .4 homeland undergoing
‘rdpid’ change — Meijl Japan,
“which remains the one country
of Asia to have achieved mod-
_ernization, We can learn from
* such & work-as Robert Bellah’s
“Tokugawa Religion” -that
ligence in work, combined
with simple\ frugality, had an
almost religicus imperative,
‘similaf to what has been called
"“the Protestant ethic” in
Western culture. And as such
researchers as Prof. George
+ DeVos at Berkeley Have shown,
today -the Ja in Japan
and Japanese Americans re-
spond similarly to psycholbgi-
of “achievement-
oriemauon " and both are in
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sharp oox!trast to lower-class ,

Americans, whet.her white q)r
Negro.
+ The two vehicles that trans-.

obflously a good deal of truth 2 mitted such values from ome:

generation to the next, the
family and¥religion, have be¢n
80 intimately linked as to reip-

" force eachjpther. By Japanege,

tradition,/ the. wishes of any!
indtvidual counted for far ]
than the good reputation § 1
khig family name, which

“Wworshiped .. thfough hix an-ﬂ
.¢ostors. Most -nisef, attendéd

Japanese-language 1, achon!s!
¢ither one hour each'weekddy:
or all Sat morning; asd)
of all shushin, or
that

traciam, in |
a nadghty ¢hild or & rebél-

lious teen-ager joined, became
the usual, very effective con-,
trol. -

. hig respect for authoriky
is stromgly reinforced in the
I Ameﬂcm churches;
Buddhist or Christian,
The¢ underlying similariky,
ampng the various denomina-
tiofis iz suggested by the fact .
inst  parents wio  objec

© meem. to hold

the jssei—that

different gious mar- -
riages he Japaness
groups. B hurches have
, hdapted rican acene
'by inl hday schools,
Boy Scouts,' a
effort around| theme “Qur
Family At urch Regu-
larly,” and Practices -
quite ‘alien 4 thp old-country
tradition. . )
On the oth d, as I was
- told not onty but .
also by mitis-u
ters, J. I

that is to say, r seems to
be an adaptationf to American
Institutional fo with & con-’
siderable ence of Bud-
dhist moral valu-:s. )
I'r is’ too engsy| however, to
explain-after thefact whal has
happened to Ja Amer-
jcans. After alf the subordi-

nation of the individual to the
group and the gominance of

the husbadd-fa typified | .
the family life gf most immi- ¢
grants from Southern or East-
ern Europe.

Indeed, socigogists have
fashioned a.'pl ble theory

to expmin why| the rate. of

<" Americhn-born chud speaks

English without
theiis goes, and -is probably
preparing for a petter job and
thus a higher sfatus than- his, -
father's. His father, therefore,
finds it difficuly to retain his
authority, and the, young
man comes to View him with-

contempt or shhme, he gen- |

pralizes this perpeption ints a
rejecuon of ali |authority.
‘Not only wodld the th

" Amerfcans but,
spects, their Harticular life
tircumsatances aggravated the
typical tensions.f The extreme
differences betwjeen American
and Japanese qultures sepa-,

. rated the gendrations more-

than in any popaiation derived
from Europe. |As one issei
mother remarked to the an-
ihropologist Jolin Embree: I
feel like a chiqken that has
hatched duck's’'pggs.” -

Each artificiad restriction on
ey could not
becime citizens,|could not ownd
land, could not|Mpresent the
camp population to the ad-
_ ‘ministrators — meant that the

isel had to ansyme adult roles
Lrly in lite, whi
E‘:mbjeqt to pjrental eontrél

t by Ame
extremely
kind of contr
sponaibllity

for Japanese
in some re- |

O D .




Nine Tailors, Ete.

tn 1942, the U.S. State

Department ananged for
the deportation from. Pery
. to the United States
of nine Japanese tailon,
to be followed by more
than- 2,100 other Japa-
nese residents of Peru and
other South American na-
tions. any were native-
*  bomn Pefuvian citizéns, and|
" all had been declared po-
Jitically innocucus after o
full investigation by the
Department of Justice.

The United States

wanted them in order to
exchange thein for Amer-
ican citizens intemed in
countiies occupied - by
Japan. Actuslly, norfe was -
ever so used.

They were shifted from

one camp to another.

Then, after the war, the

Federal Govemment be- °

"gan proceedings to deport
them to Jepan for having
entered the country with-
out proper papens (al-
though wunder escort of
U.S. military police). Their
.plight came to the atten-
fion of Wayne Calling, the

"

{Continued from Page 41)
theorles, In other wonls. do
not apply.

One difficulty, I believe, is

that -‘we have accepted too
" readily the common-sense no-

tion that the minority iwhose
subcuiture most Llosely ap-
" proximates the general Amerl-

- can culture is the most likely

to adfust succesafully, ,Accul-
turation ‘is '@ bridge, and by
this view the shorter the span
the easier it fs to ¢ it. But..
like most metapho drawn.
from the physical world, this
_one affords. only a. partial

- truth about social reality.

The minority most tho-
roughly imbedded in American
culture, with the least mean
ingful ties to an overseas-
, fathefland, is the American
Neégro. As those Negro intel-
lectuals who have visited
Africa have discovered, thelr
links to “negritude’” are .usu-
ally too artificial to surviye a
close assdciation with’

to them, as to other Améri-
° cans—strange and fzsglnating
continent. But a Negro ‘Who
knows no other hometend, who
is as thoroughly American as
any Daughter of the Amqucan
Revolutlon, has no refuge

" when the United States rejects

him. Placed at the botiors of
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‘ent attorney audibly ex.

- shy

‘these were sufficient to

sing oui lifetime, in spite off

4

San Francisco lawyer of

the American Civil Liber-

tigs Union and, for yearns,

a defender of the rights - -
of Japanese Americans. -
Calliins telephoned a law-
yer in the Justice Depart-. - |
ment in Washington. -
When he heard who

was calling, this Govem.

cliimed to & colleague: s
*Oh, oh, Collins has found
them!”

In a seemingly endless
series of legal meves, for
which there were no 'prec.
edents,” Colling won their
gidﬁi not to ge to Japan . .
but hack to Peru—and
then not to go to Peru E
{which for yean refised
to' permit their re-entry) -

to stay in the United

Sthtes. In 1954, after 12
years in and out of
camps, ond in constant
||I|gahon the Scuth °
American lapanese were
permitted " to ;pply for ~
permanent residénce . in
the United States, and ,‘/{T
many became citizen !
b

!
this country’s scale, he find$
it idifficult to salvage his e
byl measuring his worth in an
other curremcy. - i

¢ Japanese” on the cor
trary; could climb _over th
highest barriers. .6ur racis
were able to fashion in pa
berause of .their meaningf
links with ‘an alien culture.
Pride .ih Bheir heritage an
e for §ny reduction in i
arlly partly¥ legendary glory—

the group through its travail.
their
dur-

And I do not behieve
effectiveness will

the sansel's @sploratory -ven.
tures [nto new corners of the
witler. American world, The
grpup.s cohesion is maintaiged
by; ith well-grounded distriist
of{any but that small grqup
of | whites—a few church or-
gahizations, some professors, |
and particularly the A.CLV: '
in: California—that dared g
aghinst. the  conservative-lib-
eral-radical coalition that built,
of defended, America's cohr ,
cefitration camps.

The Chinese in Calﬂomia. N
ary told, read the newspapbrg
thise days with a particular |
apprehension. - They wonder
whether it calld h.lppen here ‘
—again,




