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When she was very young, Irene Kacandes knew things about her father that had no plot, no 
narrator, and no audience. To her childhood self these things resembled beings who resided with 
her family, like the ancestresses who’d thrown themselves off cliffs rather than be taken by the 
Turks, or the forefathers who’d fought the Trojans. For decades she thought of these cohabitants 
as Daddy’s War Experiences and tried to stay away from them. When tragedy touched the adult 
life she had constructed for herself, however, she realized she had to confront her family’s 
wartime past. Kacandes begins with what she did know: that her immigrant grandmother 
returned to Greece with four young children—and without her husband—only to get trapped 
there by the Nazi occupation. Though still a child himself, her father, John, helped feed his 
younger siblings by taking up any task possible, including smuggling arms to the Resistance. 
Kacandes painstakingly uncovers a complex truth her father chose not to tell, a truth 
inextricably entwined with the Holocaust, discovering, too, a common but little-told story about 



how the telling of such memories is negotiated between survivors and their children. Daddy’s 
War brings new understanding to how trauma, like the revenge of Greek gods, can visit each 
generation and offers a model for breaking the cycle.  
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PROF. KACANDES WILL PRESENT HER BOOK AT THE FOLLOWING EVENTS: 

 
Monday, 23 March, 2009, Washington University, St. Louis, MO 
  Academic talk (open to the public): “Traumatic Memories and Their  

Narrative Transformations” 
 
Tuesday, 24 March, 2009, Washington University, St. Louis, MO  
  Public reading and discussion at 6:15 p.m., Hurst Lounge (Duncker Hall)  
 
Wednesday, 1 April, 2009, Columbia University, New York NY  

Public reading and discussion at 8 p.m. Hamilton Hall 602 
 
Sunday, 12 April, 2009,  St. Vasilios Greek Orthodox Church, 45 Winter Street,  

Newport, NH. 
Ca. 1 p.m,. talk begins after liturgy 

 
Friday, 1 May, 2009, Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA  

Evening time and place to be announced. 
 
Saturday, 2 May, 2009, Annunciation Cathedral, 245 Valencia Street, San Francisco CA 

11 a.m. ‐6 p.m. The San Francisco Metropolis and the Historical Societies of Oakland 
and San Francisco present an Interactive Workshop on the Importance of 
Preserving Family Histories; Kacandes talk approximately 11:30‐12:15pm.  

 
Friday, 8 May, 2009, 230 North President Avenue,  Lancaster, PA 

Time to be announced: The Lancaster County Historical Society, presentation and 
reading 

 
Tuesday 9 June, 2009, Daunt Books, 158‐164 Fulham Road, London 

Time to be announced: presentation and reading 


