English 73

Postmodern Fiction: Boxes, Labyrinths, and Webs

Winter 2003
Brenda R. Silver

Sanborn 206

Office Hours:  Wednesday 2-3; Friday 2-3

Class Hours:  Monday 3-6; labs to be scheduled 
Web URL:  http://www.dartmouth.edu/~engl73  (Web Master:  Noah Flower)

Required Texts:

Jorge Luis Borges, Ficciones (print; Wheelock)

Robert Coover, "The Babysitter" (print, Reader)

J.M. Coetzee, In the Heart of the Country (print; Wheelock)

Thomas Pynchon,  "Entropy" (print; Reader); The Crying of Lot 49 (print; Wheelock)

Gertrude Stein, "Matisse," "Picasso," Tender Buttons (extracts); "Composition as Explanation" 
(print; handout)

Michael Joyce, afternoon: a story (electronic; online or at Jones Media Center)
Stuart Moulthrop, Victory Garden (electronic; Jones Media Center)

Judy Malloy, its name was Penelope (electronic; Jones Media Center)

Shelley Jackson, Patchwork Girl (electronic; Jones Media Center)

Mark Amerika, Grammatron  (http://www.grammatron.com/index2.html)

M.D. Coverley, Califia (electronic; Jones Media Center)

Talan Memmott, Lexia to Perplexia ( http://trace.ntu.ac.uk/newmedia/lexia/)
Judd Morrissey and Lori Talley, My Name Is Captain, Captain (electronic; Jones Media Center)
Hal Foster, ed., The Anti-Aesthetic (selected essays; Wheelock)

N. Katherine Hayles, Writing Machines (Wheelock)

Essays in the Reader, available at Wheelock (see weekly assignments)

Essays online, linked from the web page (see weekly assignments)

Film:  Last Year at Marienbad (Alain Resnais, dir.; A. Robbe-Grillet, script); 
Other hyperfictions available at Jones Media Center:
Deena Larson, Samplers: Nine Vicious Little Hypertexts 

Carolyn Guyer, Quibbling 
Richard Holeton, Figurski at Findhorn on Acid   
Michael Joyce, Twilight: A Symphony
Papers and Presentations:
1.  Two class presentations on (two) different texts (10% each).

2.  One short paper based on one of the reports (4-5 pages); due the week after the presentation 
(15%)

3.  A long paper (15-20 pages), due at the end of term (40%)

4.  Written responses to the critical reading, due in class the day we discuss the text  (15%)
5.  Participation in online (Blackboard) discussion (10%)
6.  Optional: short hypertext fiction

Class Participation:

This course will be run as much as possible as a workshop.   Regular class attendance is required; student presentations and participation are central to the goals of the course.  
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Winter 2003
Syllabus

Week 1  (January 6)   Introduction

Reading:  Coover, "The Babysitter"

                             Barthes, "The Death of the Author"; "From Work to Text"


Joyce, afternoon: a story


Hayles, "Preface," Writing Machines

_____________________________________________________________________________
Week 2  (January 13)  "Mapping" the Terrain"
      
Reading:  Hal Foster, "Postmoderism: A Preface" (In The Anti-Aesthetic)



   Douglas Crimp, "On the Museum's Ruin" (In The Anti-Aesthetic)


                Fredric Jameson, "Postmodernism and Consumer Society" (in The Anti-



Aesthetic)


          
   Alain Robbe-Grillet, "A Future for the Novel" (Reader)

                             Roland Barthes, "From Work to Text"; "The Death of the Author" (Reader)

                             Jean Baudrillard, "Simulacra and Simulations" (reader)

     
Thursday, January 16, 4 pm:  Lecture by Marie-Laure Ryan, " Narrative and 



Digitality: Learning to Think with the Medium"  (Required)


Reading:  Ryan, "Introduction," Narrative as Virtual Reality (handout)
_____________________________________________________________________________
Week 3  (January 20)   Labyrinths

Film:  Last Year in Marienbad  (Showing: tba)


Reading:  Borges, "The Garden of Forking Paths"; "An Examination of the Work of 



Herbert Quinn"; "Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius"; "The Library of Babel";



"The Book of Sand"  (handout)
       

   Espen Aarseth, "Introduction: Ergodic Literature" (Reader)



   Jean Baudrillard, "Simulacra and Simulations" (Reader)

_____________________________________________________________________________

Week 4  (January 27)   Metafiction  


Reading:  Coetzee, In the Heart of the Country

_____________________________________________________________________________

Week 5  (February 3)   Hyperfiction: Exploding the (Print) Text


Reading:  Coover, "The Babysitter"



   Joyce, afternoon: a story  (Jones)


   J. Yellowlees Douglas, "Where the Senses Become a Stage and Reading is



Direction" (Reader)



   Terry Harpold, "Conclusions" (Reader)



   N. Katherine Hayles, "Artificial Life and Literary Culture"  (handout)
Week 6  (February 10)   Webs, Labyrinths, and Excluded Middles

Reading:  Pynchon, "Entropy" (Reader); The Crying of Lot 49
       

   Porush, "Technology and Postmodernism: Cybernetic Fiction"  (Reader)


   Moulthrop, Victory Garden  (Jones)


   Moulthrop, "Polymers, Paranoia, and the Rhetoric of Hypertext"  (handout)

____________________________________________________________________________

Week 7  (February 17)  Webs:  Beginning Again and Again

Reading:  Malloy, its name was Penelope  (Jones)


   Gertrude Stein, "Matisse," "Picasso," selections from Tender Buttons (handout)



   Gertrude Stein, "Composition as Explanation"  (handout)


                Barbara Page, "Women Writers and the Restive Text"  (Reader)



   Gilles Deleuze & Felix Guattari, extracts from A Thousand Plateaus (handout)
       
     
   Guest Lecturer, Barbara Will, Dartmouth College

   ____________________________________________________________________________

Week 8  (February 24)   Webs and Bodies

Reading:  Jackson, Patchwork Girl by Mary/Shelley & Herself  (Jones)
                     
   Shelley Jackson, "Stitch Bitch: the patchwork girl" 




(http://web.mit.edu/comm-forum/papers/jackson.html)


   Mark Amerika, "Stitch Bitch: The Hypertext Author as Cyborg-Femme"




(http://www.heise.de/tp/english/inhalt/kolu/3193/1.html)



   N. Katherine Hayles, "Flickering Connectivities in Shelley Jackson's Patchwork 



Girl: The Importance of Media Specific Analysis"




(http://www.iath.virginia.edu/pmc/text-only/issue.100/10.2hayles.txt)


Reading:  Mark Amerika, Grammatron  (http://www.grammatron.com/index2.html)
_____________________________________________________________________________

Week 9  (March 3)   The Second Generation: Hyperfiction, Media Art, or What?
Reading:  Talan Memmott, Lexia to Perplexia  (http://trace.ntu.ac.uk/newmedia/lexia/)


   M.C. Coverley, Califia  (Jones)


   
   Morrissey and Talley, My Name Is Captain, Captain (Jones)


   Hayles, Chapters 3 and 4 in Writing Machines

   

   Debate about Cybertext in electronic book review:  Montfort, Hayles, 




Luesebrink, Eskelinen, Hayles  

                (http://www.electronicbookreview.com/v3/servlet/ebr?command=view_weave&page=2)



   "New Media Literature: Roundtable Discussion on Aesthetics, Audiences, and



 Histories"  (handout)

_____________________________________________________________________________

Final paper due Friday March 7
