
“The Friends of Education at Dartmouth group exists to support education at Dartmouth, in the Upper Valley, and
across the nation.  We will help establish and enhance communication and support among undergraduates,

alumni/ae, Education Department faculty, and Upper Valley educators.”

Friends of Education  at Dartmouth

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 
 � � � 
 � � � �

Newsletter

� � � � � �

Student Teaching...Page 2

SEAD Update...Page 3

New Orleans Charter
School...Page 4

Marshall Islands...Page 6

It is with
great pleasure
that I greet
you around
this time when
the past year
has come to a
close and a
new year has

begun! The Department of Educa-
tion had a vibrant year. There have
been welcomed innovations to both
the curriculum and the courses that
students in the Education Minor and
the Teacher Education Program stu-
dents may take. For example, last
year we launched an exciting new
course that provides students with
an understanding of the modern dis-
cipline of Education and the learn-
ing sciences. Other fascinating

courses include an in-depth course
on the theoretical foundations and
history of Education, the national
policies and laws underlying con-
temporary education and schooling,
and, this spring, we are beginning a
new course for Freshmen students
that introduces them to-and hopeful-
ly entices them into-the modern and
multifaceted discipline of Education.

Our students continue to partic-
ipate in rich internships, practicum
placements in schools, and research.
We continue to build upon and look
for ways to enhance our educational
outreach initiatives (for example, our
School Partnership Program). And,
as you will hear within, our SEAD
and Marshall Islands projects are
thriving brilliantly.

Regarding the innovative re-

search opportunities in our depart-
ment, over the past year students
have explored the nature of scien-
tific knowledge, how concepts
change, and science exhibits at the
Montshire Museum of Science, as
well as with fMRI (Prof Dunbar),

Exciting Development s in the Dep artment of Education
by Laura-Ann Petitto, Chair, Department of Education

Presented in Conjunction with the Nancy Boehm-Coster Foundation

Friday PM, May 12
Alumni Panel:  “Careers in Education and Policy Implications”

Saturday AM, May 13
Friends of Education Meeting and Keynote Address

Dennis Littky, founder of the Met School in Providence, legendary reformer of New Hampshire’s
Thayer High School, author of The Big Picture: Education is Everyone’s Business

Experience the provocative inspiration of a national leader in school reform.
Explore issues of policy and social justice with students, alumni, and department faculty.

Excite Dartmouth students about the opportunities in the field of education.

Email FOE@dartmouth.edu if interested in attending.

Petitto, continued on Page 2...
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The more I learn, the more I
think about learning – and the more
I want to learn more.  In school, I
have been lucky to learn the way that
most traditional classes and teach-
ers expect students to learn.  As a
teacher, one of my goals is to take
the luck out of learning – and replace
it with love.

Loving is the reason for learn-
ing.  You can always tell when a
teacher loves what he or she is teach-
ing: the smile in mouth, eyes, voice;
the enthusiasm and care with which
he or she conveys the essential
points of it; the fervor with which
he or she ensures that every student
understands the concepts.  Those are
the teachers whose classrooms,
whose schools, are full of people
(not just students) who love learn-
ing.

My student-teaching experience
this past fall, teaching English at
Lebanon High School, showed me
too many things to name.  Among
the most important and cherished of
my lessons was this: The moment
when I think that I have nothing left
to learn is the moment that I stop
learning, and the moment when I
really have the most to learn.  For-
tunately, I had a tremendous men-
tor teacher, my peers in the Teacher
Education Program, and 80 students

to gently and patiently remind me
that I always need – and love – to
learn.  Thanks to these reminders, I
asked more questions than I an-
swered, read more than I wrote, and
listened more than I talked.  I know
that my students did the same.
That’s where learning takes place.

We all spend our lives – in and
out of academia – looking for a pin-
nacle.  As a student, I search for the
pinnacle of excellence, the pinna-
cle of understanding; as an English
major, I seek out the pinnacles of
literature; and as a teacher, I strive
for that pinnacle of learning for my
students.

The Pinnacle of Learning
Silas St. James

The pinnacle is in people.  It’s
in a person – the 10th grader who
started calling me “St. J” and then
“JJ;” the soccer player who got a
concussion in a playoff game and
couldn’t read fine print, so I found
the James Joyce story assigned to
him online and printed it in larger
letters for him; the shy girl who aced
her memorized monologue because
she picked a play about what she
loves.  More than that, it’s in all of
those people living and loving and
laughing and learning together.
Wherever I teach next year, I look
forward to being a part of at com-
munity of such people.

Silas St. James works with a student at Lebanon High School.

the way the reading brain develops
using electrical brain recording tech-
nology (Prof Coch), the way the
mathematical brain develops using
fMRI (Prof Ansari), and the way
monolingual and bilingual children

learn language and learn to read us-
ing an exciting new brain imaging
technology, Near Infrared Spectros-
copy (NIRS, Prof Petitto). In fact,
the Department of Education was
the first site in the United States to

receive this system on July 13, 2005,
and already sites all over the United
States and Canada are following.

We look forward to seeing many
of you in May!

...Petitto, continued from Page 1
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The Summer Enrichment at Dart-
mouth (SEAD) Program has select-
ed its partner high schools for the next
three years. The thirty 2006-2008
SEAD Scholars will come from
Stevens High School in Claremont,
N.H.; Noonan Business Academy in
Dorchester, Mass.; the Bronx Center
for Mathematics and Science in New
York; Spartanburg High School in
Spartanburg, S.C.; and El Cerrito
High School, in El Cerrito, Calif.

“We are very, very excited by the
selection of these diverse high
schools,” said SEAD Program Direc-
tor Jay Davis. “Both the schools and
the Dartmouth community will be en-
riched by the long-term partnership.”

Founded in 2001, the SEAD Pro-
gram expands the educational oppor-
tunities for promising high school
students from selected under-re-
sourced urban and rural schools,
while offering the Dartmouth com-
munity a unique opportunity for ser-
vice learning. Co-sponsored by Dart-
mouth’s William Jewett Tucker Foun-
dation and the college’s Department
of Education, SEAD offers its high
school students academic prepared-
ness and personal growth through
specially designed courses, year-
round mentoring, and extensive inter-
actions with successful college stu-
dents. For its Dartmouth staff and
volunteers (more than 1,000 Dart-
mouth students have been involved
with the program), SEAD offers an
unparalleled opportunity to learn with
others from different, and often chal-
lenging, life experiences — learning
at the core of a rich liberal arts edu-
cation.

SEAD Scholars will spend their
summer sessions taking classes in hu-

manities and science, math and tech-
nology from master teachers on cam-
pus, being mentored by Dartmouth
undergraduates, exploring wilderness
areas in New Hampshire and Maine,
writing college essays, preparing for
admissions interviews, and living
with students and staff from around
the country. The SEAD students will
return to campus each winter for a
five-day Reunion Weekend, co-spon-

SEAD Select s Partner High Schools for 2006-2008
Dartmouth College Press Release

sored by Hanover High School. Ad-
ditionally, Dartmouth will send an un-
dergraduate intern to each of the
SEAD schools during three consecu-
tive winters to provide support to its
students as well as its partner schools’
academic and counseling depart-
ments. Further information is avail-
able at www.dartmouth.edu/~sead.

Top:  Bill Gould ’60 works with SEAD students at Isles of Shoals laboratory.
Bottom:  Amy Matteini TEP ’05 hangs with SEAD students.
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On Saturday, August 27, many
members of the leadership team of
Lusher School, a K-8 public school
in uptown New Orleans, sat work-
ing at computers and compiling
curriculum binders to submit to the
Orleans Parish School Board as our
charter proposal.

In the preceding weeks and
months, parents and faculty had
voted overwhelmingly to convert
our existing school into a public
charter school to ensure its surviv-
al amid the conflicting mandates
and financial crisis of the local
school board.  As it grew darker
outside, the news on the local AM
station reported that Hurricane Kat-
rina was headed in our direction,
so we submitted the charter appli-
cation to the board members elec-
tronically, each of us took a copy
of the charter, and we headed home
to board up our houses for evacua-
tion.

Evacuating from New Orleans
has become at least an annual ritu-
al for my wife, Kacey (D’00), and
me.  I returned home from school
and bolted our shutters closed while
Kacey went through the house and
packed a small bag of clothes, food
for our dog and cats, our comput-
ers, and our wedding album.

At four o’clock the next morn-
ing, we loaded the whole menager-
ie (including our neighbor’s dog)
into the car and headed to our
friend’s house in Baton Rouge for
our first hurricane get-together of
the year.  It was from Baton Rouge
and then from my hometown of
Macon, Georgia, that we watched,
along with the rest of the nation,

our city survive the storm and then
begin slowly filling with water.

Three weeks later, as we drove
across the country for Kacey to
continue her fourth year of medi-
cal school at UCLA instead of Tu-
lane, our principal, Kathy
Riedlinger, called my cell phone.
It was the first time we were able
to get in touch other than text mes-
saging in the aftermath of the
storm. Scott Cowen, the president
of Tulane University, had ap-
proached Kathy and asked her to
commit to reopening Lusher
School in January so that his facul-

ty, staff and students would have a
place to send their children for
school.  At this point, the Orleans
Parish School Board had fur-
loughed all teachers, no major busi-
ness was returning to the city, and
our superintendent indicated that
no public school in New Orleans
would reopen until August of the
following year.  Kathy called to tell
me she was going before the school
board to ask that Lusher’s charter
be granted so that we could reopen
school on January 17.

The board granted the charter,
adding that the school could devel-
op a high school program.  Those
of us on the leadership team who
were able to returned to the city and
began working together to reopen
the school.  The elementary school
took about two feet of water, de-
stroying the kindergarten and first-
grade classrooms, the band room,
all of the school’s strings orchestra
and the cafeteria.  Both school sites
had windows blown out and water
damage through the roof, floors
and ceilings.  It would be nearly
three months before both buildings
had all four utilities: heat, power,
phones and Internet access.

For half the members of our
leadership team, a copy of the char-
ter was one of few surviving pos-
sessions after their homes were de-
stroyed.  Those of us whose homes
survived had various friends and
neighbors staying with us through-
out the fall and winter as we all
worked to rebuild the city.

As a school, we had particular
challenges.  First, there were no
children in New Orleans.  We need-

William Perkins Tift ’00 is a graduate
of the Teacher Education Program at
Dartmouth and a former Steering Com-
mittee member for the Friends of Edu-
cation at Dartmouth.  After four years
of teaching eighth-grade language arts
and social studies at Lusher, William
is now the High School Coordinator for
Lusher Charter School.  He can be
reached at wperkinstift@gmail.com.

Lusher Charter School Brings Education Back to Orleans Parish

by William Perkins Tift, Class of 2000
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It is our pleasure to publish
the newsletter for the Friends
of Education at Dartmouth.
Designed to help accomplish
our mission of connecting
Dartmouth educators, this bi-
annual newsletter will be a fo-
rum for the voices of Educa-
tion Department alumni/ae,
students and faculty.  We are
currently seeking feature
articles for future issues -
if you would like to tell
about your work in educa-
tion, we welcome your
submission!
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Sarah Bohlman ’04, Sarah Curtis
’93, Jay Davis ’90 (Chair), Mike
Harris ’72, Taica Hsu ’06, David
Jiles ’06, Michael Simon ’69,
Jason Medeiros ’05, Art Pease
MALS ’74, Caitlin Reiner ’06, Irv
Richardson ’78, Julie Stevenson
’94, Jason Strniste ’03
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Jay Davis ‘90
Content Editor

Jason Strniste ‘03
Layout Editor

ed somehow to figure out where
our 1,100 students had gone, and
try to get them to return.  Second,
there was no money in New Or-
leans.  We needed to raise money
because it had become increasing-
ly clear that the local tax base was
gone, and state law determined
funding based on the enrollment on
the first day of the month.  It was
going to be sometime in February
before we would receive a penny
of local, state or federal money to
operate a public school.  Third, our
facilities needed several million
dollars of storm-related repairs.
Fourth, our faculty members who
had no place to live needed hous-
ing assistance.  And fifth, we were
starting a charter school and add-
ing a high school program.  With
an optimism and resourcefulness
found only in educators, we set
about solving these problems in a
cold, dark, wet and empty school.

We divided up the emergency
contact cards for all of our students
and began calling the list of num-
bers to find one that worked.  We
set up a Web site for our families
to register saying that they were
okay and to indicate their plans for
returning.  Every family in the
school was contacted.  Nearly 65%
of our families have re-enrolled at
the school.

We solicited funds from all
over the country.  Lebanon High
School in the Upper Valley, where
I did my student teaching as a se-
nior at Dartmouth, held a beautiful
New Orleans dinner and raised
nearly $10,000 for the school.  A
girl in Alaska turned her ninth birth-
day party into a fund-raiser and sent
an envelope with nearly $500.
Johnson Controls, a Milwaukee-
based company, helped write grants
and offered assistance in repairing

our facilities.  Tulane University,
amid devastating cuts, pledged fi-
nancial and housing assistance.
With these private funds and many
other amazing stories of support,
we have met our first payroll as a
public charter school entirely
through private donations.

Faculty members, Army sol-
diers and scores of volunteers sift-
ed through the mud and muck of
the elementary school to salvage
what could be reused and take the
rest to the sidewalk.  Volunteers,
including at least two Dartmouth
alums (Dana Loebman ’00 and
Melissa Roth ’00), and companies
helped to repair and repaint the
destroyed classrooms.  Schools
across the country sent supplies to
replace those lost.

Returning faculty members
found housing in FEMA trailers, on
Tulane’s campus, and in extra bed-
rooms and back apartments
throughout the city.  Some 85% of
the faculty has returned.

As a leadership team, we have
learned how to do a host of things
for which we had previously relied
on the district.  We set up class
schedules, worked through special
education paperwork and laws,
weighed options for health and lia-
bility insurance, sought bids for
contracted services, and established
data reporting systems.  Along with
this, we researched and studied best
practices, high school design, men-
tal health curricula, collaborative
leadership structures and school
growth plans.  For me, it was the
best education around, outside of
Hanover.

On January 17, we reopened
our doors as Lusher Charter School.
We still have to drive by mountains
of debris to get to school.  We still
feel betrayed and angry at the

dearth of political leadership.  We
still do not have a functional levee
system.  We still have not received
any public money.  Yet when par-
ents and students walked through
the gates on that Tuesday morning,
when students were in classrooms
learning, when teachers focused on
planning instruction, it was the
most profound moment of hope I
have felt as an educator—and hope
for the rebirth of this great city.
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It was the kind of day in school that leaves you feeling impossibly inade-
quate, not sure if teaching is the thing for you. The last few periods with my
fourth-graders that October day in the central Pacific had been maddeningly
chaotic. Though my mind has taken defensive action and blocked out much of
the details, I do recall a number of student-flung cockroaches sailing through the
air, a lacerated finger from falling off a rusty chair, a flood of tears, and lots of
yelling.

After ringing the bell (rather, striking a rusted scuba tank with a hammer) to
signal the end of the school day, I fled from the school towards my house, grabbed
my journal, and proceeded to the empty dock for some alone time and reflection.
I desperately needed to sit at the edge of the dock, dangle my feet in the crystal
clear waves, and feel the sun on my skin.

I had written only two sentences in my journal when I heard a familiar voice
from behind me. “What are you doing?” asked my neighbor Sherolynn. “Oh,
you know, just writing in my journal,” I answered in a tired and uninviting voice,
hardly looking up.  Not deterred, the ebullient fifth-grader plopped down next to

A Teacher Learns
Heather Ho

Heather Ho is a 2005 graduate of the
Elementary Teacher Education
Program from Roxbury, MA.  She
currently teaches in the year-long
Marshall Islands Internship Program.

me and began reading over my shoulder.  She was full of questions: “What are you writing about? How many brothers
and sisters do you have? What are your parents’ names?” Interspersed throughout her small interrogation were random,
unprovoked fits of giggling (rays of sunshine in the form of laughter).

Several minutes later, a small gang of second-graders sharing a packet of KoolAid sat down beside me with bright
red, cherry-flavored fingers. Next came a group of my holy-terror fourth-graders, strumming and singing on a ukulele.
Then, five or six first-graders began climbing on me like I was a human jungle gym.

Somewhere between Sherolynn’s first question and the onslaught of kids, my mood began to brighten and my
resolve to complete my journal entry flew out the window. The day did not seem so bad anymore. I was laughing, singing,
and having a grand old time. Tomorrow would be another day to try again.

That was the first day that I felt I was truly part of the community in Ejit, this tiny island about the size of the
Dartmouth Green.   In America, I may have just gone home and left the kids behind at school, but here, the same kids who
had stolen the last shred of my sanity hours earlier were the ones helping to heal me outside of school. I feel so lucky to
have experienced this kind of community!


