
Title of Presentation:  Paying Attention to Inattention: Will understanding the 
neuroscience of attention help clinicians and educators help inattentive youngsters? 

Abstract: Inattention in the classroom is not as noticeable as disruptive behavior such 
as hyperactive and impulsive behavior and rarely triggers referral for assessment and 
service. However, there is consistent evidence that inattention has an insidious effect on 
literacy and numeracy outcomes. Moreover, academic interventions are less effective 
for children with attention problems than for children with academic problems only. So 
what can be done to increase recognition of these children and to promote better 
literacy and numeracy outcomes?   In this presentation, I will first summarize research 
findings on the significance of inattention in the classroom. Next, I will highlight recent 
advances in the neuroscience of attention and discuss to what extent this knowledge 
might help clinicians and educators recognize, assess, and support these youngsters. I 
will conclude by describing our school-based research project in which we work with 
teachers to help make accommodations in instructional practices to support students 
with attention problems.  
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