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What is a wiki?

� Allows people to collaboratively
develop a Web site without any
tech-savvy (no HTML)

� Like a content management system
� Wiki = quick (in Hawaiian)
� All community members can add to

or edit the work of others



2

Good things about wikis

� Easy to use
� Web-based
� Simple syntax

� Anyone can make changes
� Free and open source options
� Searchable and browse-able

Not so good things about wikis

� Disorganized
� Too open
� No control
� Vandalism and spam

Wikis aren't for everyone. If control is
a major issue with the site you're
developing, then a wiki may not be
right for your project.
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Wikis in Practice

Wiki as Subject Guide
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Wiki as Website/CMS

Wiki as Course Management System
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Wiki as Staff Intranet

Wiki as Knowledgebase



6

Wiki as Guidebook

Other Uses of Wikis

� Conference planning
� Collaborative document editing
� Technology Instruction Manuals
� Meeting management
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Starting Your Own Wiki

1. Choose wiki software
� Wiki Farms:Managed on a company’s server.

Less control but easier to use.
� PBWiki (pbwiki.com)
� WetPaint (www.wetpaint.com).

� Server software: You install it on your own
server. More control and flexibility. More
work involved in management.
� MediaWiki (www.mediawiki.org)
� PmWiki (twiki.org)

� The WikiMatrix can help you choose the right
software for your needs

Starting a Wiki (cont’d)

2. Install software to prevent spam
3. Seed the wiki with content
4. Create documentation for wiki

novices
5. Start publicizing it!
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Questions? Comments?

Meredith Farkas
mgfarkas at gmail dot com
meredith.wolfwater.com/wordpress/
AIM: librarianmer


