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NOTE FROM THE EDITORS

The following pages are the final product of 10 weeks of immersion in some of the
world's most inspiring, and often endangered, habitats. They represent the findings of
49 separate short-term ecological research projects in Costa Rica and Jamaica. Perhaps
some of them will make a long-standing contribution to the field of tropical ecology.
However, even if they never do, one shouldn't consider the Biology Foreign Study
Program to have "failed.” The real value of the FSP cannot be found by scrutinizing the
methods of data analysis which are found in this book. Rather, the program exposed 15
"green" ecologists to the basics of conducting scientific research, such as learning how to
ask and test interesting ecological questions. This may be the most important
knowledge we gained during the FSP, and perhaps some day the impact of the 1999
FSPers will be felt in tropical ecosystems.

For the success of the program, our group is indebted to the many teachers that
helped us along the way. Some of these we met for the first time in the tropics, and we
thank them for the all of the knowledge they were able to share with us in such a short
amount of time. Eugenio Gonzalez and David at Palo Verde, Carlos Solano and Alberto
Torres at Cerro, and Richard LaVal at Monteverde gave excellent talks, tours, and .
demonstrations in Costa Rica. In Jamaica, Mrs. Smiley provided great meals while
Michael Haley and Peter Gayle allowed us to work efficiently and freely. The
Dartmouth crew - a perfect mix of swashbuckling biologists - pushed us farther than we
were sure we could go. Hopefully their patience was not worn out on us! Our six
teachers all brought along different specialties, although by the end it was hard to
remember who was supposed to know what. Our professors - David Peart, Dick

Holmes, and John Gilbert - were true role models for us, proving that dedication to the:

study of ecology and having fun need not be mutually exclusive. Art Blundell, Paul® .

Pickhardt, and Craig Layne were class acts, and invaluable for their ideas, discussions:

and suggestions about our projects. And of course, their general good humor and jest
were equally important.

We would like to thank Alyson Santoro for volunteering to be the photo editor for
the book. Finally, we would like to thank all of the students on the program for being
all-around good people.

Matthew R. Babineau and Daniel R. Hogan, Editors
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