
DBIC Standard Operating Procedures for 
Garrett PD 6500i walk-through Metal 

Detector  
1. Information for DBIC users: 

 Safety Training. As part of your fMRI safety and operator training you

learned how to screen subjects for any metal objects that may be present on or

within their body before they can enter the scanner room.  The Garrett walk-

through metal detector located in the waiting room serves only as an extra

precaution to alert users of any metal that may may enter the scanner room and

cause a hazard near the magnetic field. Importantly: The Garrett metal detector

is not meant to take the place of the required screening procedures and

protocols included in the safety training course.   

For information DBIC’s safety training policies and procedures: 

https://www.dartmouth.edu/dbic/policies/safetytraining.html 

Subject Screening.  Before allowing a subject to enter the scanner room,

users must complete the screening procedures and protocols outlined in the safety

training. Procedures include: conducting a thorough subject interview, having the

subject complete and sign of the DBIC Safety Screening Sheet, and having the

subject check their clothing and body to remove any metal. A copy of the DBIC

subject screening protocol and the safety screening sheet are included in this

manual on starting on page 3. 

 Operating Protocol for Metal Detector. After completing the subject

screening protocol and determining that the subject is cleared to scan, have the

subject walk through the metal detector. The subject should have their hands by 
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their sides and must not touch the sides of the metal detector. If the alarm goes o"

when the subject passes through the metal detector, have them double check for and

remove any metal items in their pockets or on their person. As a !inal safety check,

please use the Garrett wand metal detector located in the drawer by the sink in the

waiting room to locate the metal object.

DBIC users are not authorized to change the settings on the metal detector. The

metal detector should be on and working 24 hours a day 7 days a week. Do not

attempt to turn o" or move the metal detector from its designated location. If the

metal detector is malfunctioning please contact Terry Sackett and he

troubleshoot the problem. Importantly: If the metal detector is not working for

any reason it is permissible to scan as long as all of the other subject screening

protocols are followed. If the metal detector is too sensitive and goes o"

whenever someone walks through even without any metal on their person—

which can happen if it gets moved or the settings get changed —use the Garrett

wand metal detector to screen the subject.

For help or other questions about the metal detector contact Terry Sackett:

Terry Sackett terry.j.sackett@dartmouth.edu Scan room: 6-0155, Office: 6-0178
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