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•  Summer/Fall enrollment 

 Summer/fall enrollment request forms for currently enrolled families have 
been distributed.  Your prompt response would be a gift!  As soon as I confirm 
your space for you, I can tackle the waiting list to fill vacancies. 

Class assignments for the fall have not been set. It’s a bit different each year 
depending on how enrollment shapes up, so the progression of children from one 
group to another may not be what it was last year.  If you have questions, please 
consult your child’s teacher or Big Jeff. 
       
•  Farewell to two long-time lead teachers  

Carol Wilson and Cathy Fleming will leave DCCCC this spring to pursue new 
directions. 

Carol Wilson, Grizzly lead teacher extraordinaire, joined the staff in 1988.  At 
the end of the school year in June, Carol will retire and have time to pursue all   
personal interests that teachers don’t have time for! She will be capably succeeded by 
Karen Gray as lead teacher and Joelle Wyffels as teacher. 

Cathy Fleming, incomparable Teddy lead teacher, came to DCCCC in 1991.  
Having recently completed her B.Ed. and moved to Concord, NH Cathy has accepted 
a position in the Hopkinton School System, a good career move and a much more 
sustainable commute.  In the short run as we plan for permanent coverage, Teresa 
Hahn will cover Cathy’s Th/F schedule in Teddy Too.   
 
•  Cookies and juice for Cathy 
 You are cordially invited to stop by the Big Multi on Tuesday, April 23 to wish 
Cathy well.  Cookies and juice will be served. 
 
•  Welcome Teresa Hahn  

Teresa has joined the staff as a floating assistant teacher. Teresa has a BA in 
Early Childhood Education from Johnson State College. She has been a director, lead 
teacher and supervisor in various child care programs and has extensive experience as a 
nanny including one family of six children! 
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•  New Hampshire Maple Weekend: March 27th & 28th - Our 15th Year! 
Over 65 houses across the state will welcome visitors. Learn how maple syrup is made and its history. Taste 
free samples and enjoy a pancake breakfast, a horse-drawn ride, sap collecting, petting zoos, musical 
entertainment and more. Enjoy the sweet smell of maple steam rising from the evaporator and the ambiance 
of a working sugar house. For a list of participating sugar houses and what they will offer, call 603-225-3757. 
 
•  Sugar on snow:  
Try your hand at the classic New England favorite: Heat maple syrup (the real stuff) to 233 degrees F 
without stirring. Pour immediately without stirring over packed snow or crushed ice to form a thin coating.  
If cooked to the right consistency, syrup can be rolled with a fork or popsicle stick and served like sticky 
lollipop.  Or spoon it directly from snow to mouth.  Sugar on snow is traditionally served with raised 
donuts, sour dill pickles and coffee.  Sounds like dinner to me! For more information about maple sugaring 
including a list of sugar houses, check www.nhmapleproducers.com OR http://www.vermontmaple.org. 

 
•   Upcoming events in the Upper Valley 
(Don’t forget to monitor our BlitzMail Bulletin for more events for children and families) 
 

 
Maple Leaf Morris Dancers 
Saturday, March 13 
11 am • Alumni Hall 
 

High steps, kicks, and jumps form the basis of this ancient English folk 
tradition known as Morris dancing. Experience the excitement of a young 
Upper Valley side (team) moving to lively folk music. Dozens of jingling 
bells, swirling handkerchiefs and wooden staffs complete the multisensory 
Morris dance experience.  
 

 
The Swing Peepers 
Saturday, April 3  
11 am • Alumni Hall 
 

Celebrate Earth Day with The Swing Peepers, a vocal-harmony and multi-
instrumental duo presenting eco-friendly songs such as Bugs, Bugs, Bugs, 
A Tropical Sea and Wide Mouth Frog. The Peepers' stories, familiar sing-
along tunes and original songs create a fun atmosphere for learning about 
the important roles we all play as citizens of the planet.  
 

Jumpin' & Jivin' at the 
Hop 
Saturday, May 8  
11 am • Alumni Hall 

Hanover-based swing dance instructors John and Sandra Tomeny will get 
your little Jitterbugs jumping! Once the delightful sounds of jazz music 
enter their ears they'll find it hard to resist the urge to hop and boogie all 
day long.  

 
 
• HopStops are free and open to the public; no tickets or registration required. All HopStops are held in 
Alumni Hall, located on the second floor of the Hopkins Center. For more information, call 603.646.2010. 
 
•Parking is available in the Hanover Parking Garage located on Lebanon Street. There is no time limit; first 
hour is $0.50. Call 603.643.0716 for more information. Metered parking on the street is also available. 
 

•  Here comes tax time 
Dartmouth College’s  EIN # is 02-0222111.  Remember, all donations to DCCCC are tax-deductible. 

Quality toys that your child has outgrown can often continue to serve at DCCCC.  Check with us to see. 
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•   Childcare space availability:  
Teddy One:  T needed    Teddy Too:  watch for changes 
Pandas:  W needed   Koalas:  M,F needed.  Th available. 
Woollies:  W needed. Th available Polars:  space available 
Grizzlies W,F available    ***Let Je f f  know i f  you want to add or drop days . 
 

•   Sound of woodwinds  
DCCCC Administrative Assistant Faith Goodness led us in an exploration of woodwinds in February.  

We heard her play the flute, the clarinet and other instruments!  Faith is also a music teacher, so she really 
knew what she was talking about!  Can you share an instrument with us? 
 
•   What’s that smell? 
      Mud season has hit us full force!  For the next few weeks our playground conditions will range from 
frozen solid to wet and slurpy.  One feature of this annual ordeal is the olfactory experience: the odor is 
variously described at fetid, nauseating, sulfurous and cloying (OK, not cloying – that connotes something that 
was initially pleasant).  It waits for us outside and it follows us indoors.  This essence of mud may be 
unpleasant, but our research (with the assistance of Dartmouth College’s Department of Environmental 
Health and Safety) tells us that it is all natural and non-toxic with no deleterious effects on health.  Spring time 
odors vary with soil composition including organic matter, temperature, moisture and sunlight. 
      For mud season survival tips, we recommend a full range of outerwear from winter wear to light 
jackets.  Mud boots and wind pants are wonderful inventions.  Your child will need, of course, multiple 
changes of clothing.  Celebrate with us this great opportunity for learning about the natural world, the states 
of matter, the scientific process and other cognitive revelations like cause and effect! 
 
•   Mud season: what to do? 
Recommended by DCCCC parents. (You decide if it’s appropriate for your child!) 
 

Competition Complex 
parties, sports, miniature golf, 
more 
Rte 4, Enfield 
http://www.competitioncompl
ex.com/ 

My Play Space 
indoor playground, parties, classes 
Staples Plaza, West Lebanon 
www.myplayspace.net/ 
 

Grantham Indoor 
sports, parties, more 
Exit 13, I-89 
www.granthamindoor.com   
 

•   2010-11 school year 
     The Ray School begins on Wednesday, September 1, 2010.  DCCCC will be closed on August 30-31 for 
planning and preparation.  
 
•   March is a month of big snowstorms  
Yes, indeedy, we are expecting some big snowstorms this month which we will regard as a temporary reprieve 
from the mud and a last fling with our sleds.  Don’t let your guard down, we may still have school delays. 
Whenever Hanover schools close or open late due to inclement weather, DCCCC will have a late opening 
time of 9:00 a.m.  A late opening at DCCCC will be announced on:  

- WMUR TV Channel 9 and www.WMUR.com ; WCAX TV Channel 3 and www.WCAX.com, (go to 
weather, select school closings); New Hampshire Public Radio web site: www.nhpr.org 

***Hanover schools also announce their closing on a variety of radio stations.  
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•   Developmental screenings for preschoolers 
All towns provide free developmental screening for 3-5 year olds upon parents’ request.  The following 
announcement from the Hanover School District is typical.  Call the school in the town in which you reside 
for more information.  I suggest that you start by chatting with your child’s teachers to learn their perspective 
on your child’s skills and attributes.  You are the expert on your child – we can add information about typical 
development and about your child’s out-of-home experience. 
 

ATTENTION: Parents of Preschool Children 3-5 Years Old who live in Hanover, NH 
FREE INDIVIDUAL PRESCHOOL SCREENING 

 
Do you have any questions or concerns about your child's development in any of the following areas: 

 
Speech, Social or Motor Skills, Language, Vision, 

Problem-solving skills, Attention, Hearing, Play skills 
 

The Hanover School District will provide free preschool developmental screenings for families who 
have questions or concerns about the development of their 3-5 year olds.  (Children less than three years old 
will be referred for screening to Early Intervention Services at PathWays of the River Valley.)  Screenings for 
3-5 year olds will be scheduled at a place/time convenient to you and your child. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please schedule an appointment and bring your child for 30 
minutes of fun activities with our team of early childhood specialists.  The screening will look at the area(s) of 
your concerns and determine if further evaluation or observation is needed at this time. Please call the Ray 
School at 643-6655 at your earliest convenience for more information or to make an appointment. 
 
•   Got access? 
Our new intercom is fussy.  Although you can hear us clearly, we are having difficulty hearing you.  Solution 
#1 – remember your access card.  Solution #2 – speak slowly and clearly, waiting for us to finish speaking 
before you answer.   
 

 
•   New phones 
Thanks for your patience as we learn about our new phone system.  We are teaching it a 
thing or two and are losing fewer calls all the time.  If we accidentally drop your call, please 
accept our apologies and call us back.   Phone: 646-6610. Fax: 646-3232 

 
•   After hours at DCCCC 
       To relieve congestion in our parking lot at the end of the day, I suggest that you adjourn to the Ray 
School playground if you'd like to socialize with other families.  If you do linger, remember that children are 
not permitted to play in the driveway, on the sidewalk or on the driveway island.  Please move to the west 
lawn.  As always children must, must, must be supervised at all times.  This is a serious, look me in the eye, I 
really mean it kind of rule. 
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Since most of you have not visited the Teddy room at lunch 

time, I want to share with you the experience. The Teddy table is 
surrounded by children in their chairs, with trays attached, eating 
or being encouraged to eat.  

Children chat, some sing and some complain when the 
teachers are not fast enough with their next food choice. Older 
children eat on their own, younger ones are being fed and a few 
occasionally pick up pieces of their lunch and quietly drop it onto 
the floor! Teachers are in constant motion, either feeding someone 
or offering a new choice to another child. 
There is lots of encouragement, conversation and laughter. It is the 
busiest part of the day, but also the part where we see so much 
growth. From the first time we feed an infant his or her cereal to 

the first time we see them reach for their finger food, each step of the way is exciting! 
There are many choices during lunch time and lots of questions from parents. For 

food choices and serving sizes we start with the state guidelines. New Hampshire 
requires the following: 

1.  One serving of milk with lunch. Since babies need fat in their diet for 
proper development, whole milk is used in the Teddy room. Fat intake 
for children under two should not be limited. 

2. Lunch should have two servings of meat or meat substitute. A serving 
could be an ounce of well cooked and chopped meat, poultry or fish, a 
cooked egg, or a 1/4 cup cooked dried peas or beans.  

3. 1/4 cup of fruit or cooked vegetables are required. Raw carrots need to 
be grated or slightly cooked. 

4. Lastly, add 1/2 slice of bread or bread alternative such as two crackers, 
1/2 pancake or waffle, or 1/2 tortilla or bagel. 
 

To prevent choking we do cut whole grapes and hot dogs. Popcorn and raw 
carrots are not allowed.  

If you ever need new suggestions for lunch we do have wonderful resources. I 
have a packet of information from the book, Feed Me, I'm Yours and two additional 
online resources. 

I'm a bit hungry myself now so it's off to the kitchen for me! Happy Eating! 
 
Fondly,  
Debbie B. 

  

News from 
Teddy One 

 
Debbie Burnham, 

Lead Teacher 
 

Wendy Irwin,  
Teacher 

 
Keri Wolfe, 

 Assistant Teacher 
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News from 
Teddy Too 

 
Terri Crane,  

Lead Teacher 
 

Lori Higgins,  
Teacher 

 
Denise Ayres, 

Assistant Teacher 
 

 
 
Dear Teddy Too families, 
 

In the la March has come in with a roar in many ways! 
With snowstorms, windstorms and the stomach bug we’ve 
had our fair share of destruction come through the Teddy 
room; between the trees down and all the poor bodies of 
everyone who had the stomach bug, we have had enough. I 
hope that we have gotten through the worst of it now and 
will have better times through the rest of March. If you 
haven’t gotten sick or had trees blown down in your yard 
then count yourself among the lucky ones.  

Music with Brooke continues to be a favorite activity. 
Brooke brings her guitar and bags of instruments and has a great way of including 
everyone in her songs. If your child doesn’t come on Mondays or Tuesdays, feel 
free to come in with them and join us. On Mondays it’s just the Teddies at 10:40 
and on Tuesdays music class is shared with the Pandas.  

The Teddies are still enjoying going outside, but with all the snow coming 
and going our playground has gotten a bit muddier and icy in patches. And, even 
though it’s still snowing and blowing out there I think we will see a great deal of 
water and puddles coming our way.   

Soon the climber will be ready to climb again and the swings will not seem 
so far away for our steady walkers. We have our bike path that has been great for 
taking cars, trucks, sleds and wagons around for our new walkers and non-walkers. 
The sand box will reappear and make for some very fun digging adventures. 
Spring will be popping up this month and with it more opportunities to explore 
and get dirty outside in the mud. Bring snow pants, mud pants, snow boots, rain 
boots or whatever works for your child. We will be going outside every day. Also, 
pack extra clothes for those really wet days when we won’t be able to keep them 
out of the puddles. We may not try very hard either! It’s fun to get dirty and to 
explore all these new things that springtime brings. 

I hope by this time everyone is healthy again and all have gotten this round 
of illness out of their houses. 

Here’s to a healthy spring and more warm days ahead. 
 

Terri  
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News from 
the Pandas 
 

Susan Quimby,  
Lead Teacher 

 
Jenn Boudro,  

Teacher 
 

 Tatyana Bills, 
Assistant Teacher 

 

 

 
Dear Panda Families, 
 

          The Earth is softening and the smell is in the air 
(pe-heww) with the early March thaw and it’s not really 
a pleasant scent.  The quick thawing of the playground 
has turned it in to a mud ground and the Pandas love it.  
It really does make for some inviting play.   

Needless to say, this is a tricky time of year 
weather-wise.  It is difficult to determine whether water 
boots and water pants will be warm enough.  If you'd 
like to keep a set here for those warm days that would 
be great, but we'll still need the snow pants, as we may 
not be done with the cold just yet.  I must say the next 
week or so is looking pretty promising. Today a small 

group of Pandas had a picnic lunch outside.  What a day. Being outside is the 
warming air seems to lift everyone’s spirits.  Thank you for keep those 
labeled extra clothes coming in! 

Good thing we got our winter Olympic games in when we did! They 
might have been cancelled if we held them this week.  What a great time with 
had with these games.  We had a flag parade and some children carried the 
flags that represented their family's country.  We created our own flags as 
well.  We held a torch parade, and held many events such as skating, skiing, 
ice curling, barrel/log rolling, figure skating, and hockey.  Each child took 
their turn on the podium, receiving a medal for their efforts.  Check out our 
display in the Panda hallway! 

The month of March is "Favorite Book Month" in the Panda room.  
Each child will take a turn on one day of the month to share their favorite 
book from home. We will then create an activity based on the book that 
each child brings in.  So far, we have had a story about a snowplow named 
Katy who had to plow out the whole city to help those in need; we had a 
book about a slow red train who would race the swish trains to the finish, so 
we got on our Panda train and visited all locations that Pandas wanted to go 
as well as made our own train cars; we had a story about a gigantic turnip 
which needed a lot of assistance in being pulled up from the ground (along 
with some other vegetables) and then ate the vegetables for snack.  We even 
made costumes and acted out Joelle’s favorite story, The Three Billy Goats 
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Gruff.  There will be more stories and activities to come in the month of 
March.  Check out the activity displays in the Panda hallway.   

We had Pudding Day, in which we painted with pudding, made 
pudding pops, and we started crushing graham crackers to make individual 
pudding pies, kind of like our outdoor mud pies. 

We had Stripe Day.  We wore stripes on our clothes and we discovered 
some animals that wear stripes all the time and did some basic patterning.  
Our special binoculars helped us go on a stripe hunt to look for other 
objects that have stripes and we recorded our answers.   

Our interest in letters and letter sounds continues to be of interest to 
many Pandas.  Almost every Panda can recognize their own name out of all 
of the names in the classroom. Our lunch conversations often consist of 
what letter a certain food or object begins with.  Tatyana has created a bright 
shining sun to warm the Panda room with each ray of light displaying a 
child’s name as well as decorated our door with pencils displaying children’s 
names. 

Susan is due back on Monday and has recovered from her bunion 
surgery.  I just want to thank all of you for your continued support during 
Susan’s absence over the last seven weeks.  Sometimes these transitions can 
be very tricky for children and often we would observe some behavior issues 
but with the expertise of the staff in the Panda room and wonderful parents 
supporting us at this time, it seems as though the Pandas didn’t miss a beat.  
It has been very smooth and a lot of fun.  Joelle Wyffels has been 
instrumental in the Panda room during this time.  The Pandas have enjoyed 
her fun, bubbly, energetic personality, her organized and thoughtful activities 
have and the fun music CDs she has shared with us.  Keeping your Pandas’ 
routines and following through with consistent rules and limits just shows 
what a great group of parents and children we have.  We are very lucky.  We 
wish Joelle much success as she joins the Grizzly teaching team at the 
beginning of June. I know it is hard to imagine but she may very well be your 
Panda’s teacher in a few years. 
 
Until next time, 
Jenn, for the Panda team 
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News from 
 the Koalas 
 

Terri Hollis,  
Lead Teacher 

 
Debbie Lensing, 

Teacher 
 

Tiffany Chapman, 
Assistant Teacher 

 
 

 
 
Greetings Koala Families, 
 
 We have been so intensely busy in the Koala Room. The Koala 
Team has been using certain books as footing to our curriculum.   As 
you may have observed, we have been swept by the ocean tides. As 
our first book was The Rainbow Fish. 
 
  We were able to give Koalas a large dose of art projects, which 
we have filled our room with.  They very much enjoyed making their 
own Rainbow Fish, as well as sea urchins, sea shells, and jelly fish. A 
favorite creation was the ocean in a bottle.  
 
 Not only did we make the room look like an ocean but we 
made it smell like one as well. We discovered our sense of smell, sight, 
and touch by using seaweed, seashells and water in our sensory table. 
We learned different ways to mix colors and discovered what happens 
when you do. Check out what happens when you take milk, put it in a 

flat pan, add food coloring on each side, and then add a drop of dish detergent. The Koalas 
were also deeply interested in our discussion and observation of glass prisms (thank you Jeff 
for lending them).  
 
 The story of The Rainbow Fish also gave a wonderful opportunity to have meaningful 
and important discussions. Most of you are probably familiar with the story, but for those of 
you who are not, the rainbow fish is most likely between the ages of two to four years of age. 
Sharing is quite difficult for him, and he has difficult time thinking about how other “fish” 
may be feeling when not treated with kindness. When it was all said and done however, the 
Rainbow fish was able to feel how good it felt to be kind, and understood that by being kind, 
other fish were kind in return.  
 
 The Koalas are also at an age where they are showing interest in the alphabet. So all the 
books we’ve chosen provide a great opportunity to discuss different letters. This time around 
it was, of course, R for Rainbow and F for Fish.  
 
 We have now moved on to the book titled The Grouchy Ladybug.  Oh, can you 
imagine what can be discovered and learned with that topic? 
 

Stay tuned! 
 
On behalf of the Koala Room 
Terri Hollis 
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News 
from the 
Woolly 
Bears 

Debbie Girdwood,  
Lead Teacher 

 
Barb Merchand,  

Teacher 
 

Kristin Ball Cole,  
Assistant Teacher 

Spaghetti  al Pomodoro Fresco for  about 5 adult servings:  
1 pound of SPAGHETTI (we use Barilla pasta)  
8-10  Campari TOMATOES 
2 cloves of GARLIC 
BASIL LEAVES 
EXTRAVIRGIN OLIVE OIL 
SALT 
 
Bring water to boil. 
Add 2 tablespoons of salt.  Add the spaghetti to pot (without breaking them). 
Spaghetti generally takes 10 min to cook "al dente". 
Prepare the sauce as follows and, if possible, let it rest for 1/2 hour before using it:  
1) Wash and dry the tomatoes and the basil leaves. 
2) Chop the tomatoes into small cubes and put them in a bowl, along with their 
natural "water" and seeds. 
3) Peel and cut the garlic gloves into pieces. Put them in the bowl of tomatoes. 
4) Add extra virgin olive. 
5) Tear the basil leaves in small pieces and add them to the bowl of tomatoes. 
6) Stir well and set aside. 
7) When you are ready to drain the spaghetti, remove the garlic cloves and  
add a pinch of salt (make sure to do this at the very last minute, to avoid the 
tomatoes to get too watery). 
8) Drain the spaghetti and pour them in the bowl of tomatoes. 
9) Stir, add more olive oil to taste and serve. 
 

  
Greetings Mud Enthusiast, 
 

The early thaw has left mud everywhere.  The unseasonably warm 
temps are helping the mud to dry quickly.   Mud pies, soups and poisons were 
being made daily.  We are very excited to see the ground so early and have 
bikes out already.  Woolly Bears have been eager to try out the two-wheeler 
bikes.  Some friends are making sure they still remember how to ride them; 
others are attempting to master the two-wheelers for the first time.   We are 
in New England and I’m sure the weather will send us more surprises before 
we officially have spring.  Please keep sending in your child’s warm gear and 
wet gear. 

We had another wonderful parent visit. Emilia’s mom, Irene came in 
to make Spaghetti al Pomodoro Fresco. Irene taught us Italian words for the 
three main ingredients, tomatoes, garlic, and basil as well as the words for the 
colors red, white and green. We had all 15 WB’s working on the recipe 
together. We chopped tomatoes with plastic knives, peeled garlic cloves and 

tore basil leaves.  The lunch was loved by all.  It was the first time everyone tired it and liked it. Here’s 
the recipe! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Please note that for this type of pasta there is no need of grated parmesan cheese. Enjoy! 
Please feel free to e-mail Emilia's mom should you have any questions: irene.fondriest@hitchcock.org 
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We have really enjoyed all our visitors.  If you have not been in yet and would like to please 

e-mail or speak to any of the staff.  We can offer topic ideas if you’re not sure what you would like 
to do.   

We had a special visit from Ed the postal worker who delivers mail to DCCCC.  Ed did a 
wonderful job telling the Woollies about his job and then giving us a tour of his truck.  If you 
haven’t seen the photos of everyone driving his truck make sure you do. It was thrilling.  Ed said 
he never felt so popular!  We hope you have enjoyed receiving the letters in the mail from your 
children.  They had fun making them and giving them to Ed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Looking ahead to spring:   
-We are looking to schedule a field trip to a farm with the help of Jay Davis.    
 
-We will also be scheduling a spring parent snack.  Look for a date to follow soon.  
 
-We had a suggestion from a WB parent to have a dental hygienist to come visit the Woollies. The 
Koalas had such fun with their visit and thought we would enjoy the activity as well.  
 
-Spring conferences are just around the corner.  We will be scheduling times during the second 
week of May. 
 

 
-The Woolly Teachers 
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News From the Polar Room 
 I just want to say, “I love being a Polar Bear!”  Every day when I 
leave the classroom, I look around, sigh deeply and say just that.  I am 
fortunate that I have been able to say that for many years but I have been 
really noticing it just lately.  The Polars have truly become a class 
community.  They recognize when they are connecting with others and 
when they are calming their brains.  When one child is sad other children 
breathe deeply to help the child regain control.  If a child has a difficult 
time sitting still during story time, the children nearby reach out to rub a 
back.  We owe much to Conscious Discipline (C.D.)!   

The piece of C.D. that I have been noticing most lately is the impact 
of the job board. The Polars take their jobs quite seriously. The accident 
attendant is always very kind and gentle when helping an injured friend into 
the classroom to receive attention from a teacher.  The clean up leader is 
always very fair in issuing clean up jobs. The Ralph helper makes sure that 
Ralph’s needs are met.  The calming mister helps children relax before 
“private time” and ensures sweet dreams for those who wish it.  The 

kindness recorder will interrupt her own activity to recognize the kindness of another by putting a 
flower in the kindness vase. The multi helper always thinks of the fun and safety of others when 
creating the set-up for play. The snack and lunch helpers make sure that everyone is fed and has 
plenty to drink. The Star helper gives much consideration to where children can be most successful 
during circle time. The wish well leader helps us to think of those who are not with us.  The 
librarian/custodian makes sure that we all have a clean and safe space to play. 

When we first began the job board, I wondered if the Polars would be interested in the types 
of jobs that we chose.  It didn’t take long for me to find out.  They are still very interested in their 
jobs.  We have been able to help them see that we all have responsibilities in class and that every job 
is important.  We relate the things that they do to the benefit it gives to others.  You will hear teachers 
saying things such as, “You set up snack so that anyone who is hungry can have something to eat,” or 
“You held her hand when she was hurt.  That helped her to stay calm,” or “You picked up the books 
so that everyone can walk around the room safely.”  I have also heard children using our words with 
each other.  I heard one child say to another, “You made your own choice!  You did it!”  We have 
also been beginning to celebrate the accomplishments of each other such as sitting through story time 
or calming down when upset.  These seemingly small things have had a major role in creating our 
class community – we all make a difference – we all matter – we all count! 

The Polars are also getting ready for a variety of events!  We have made our first trek of the 
season to the Polar Pines – there is much deer poop to look at!  The stinky mud has returned to the 
playground and to our outdoor clothing!  The Polars have begun taking turns bringing in their 
favorite recipes, shopping with Bobbie-Lynn, preparing and sharing their recipe.  We are also getting 
ready for Stone Soup Day, The Art Show (watch for invitations), and a trip to the Lebanon Opera 
House to watch “If You Give a Pig a Pancake.”  Stay tuned to Bobbie-Lynn’s weekly e-mail for 
details about these and other fun happenings.  Doing things together with our families has also been a 
big part of creating our community. We appreciate that you have been so happy to share in activities 
with us throughout the year.   

What can I say?  I LOVE BEING A POLAR BEAR!!!!   

News from 
the Polar 

Bears 
 

Sunnie McPhetres,  
Lead Teacher 

 
Bobbie Lynn Stone, 
 Teacher 

 
Ray Garcia, 

Assistant Teacher  
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News from 
the 

Grizzlies 
 

Carolynn Wilson,  
Lead Teacher 

 
Karen Gray,  

Teacher 
 

 One book, two books, super Seuss books!  In addition to celebrating 
the birthdays of Natalie, Emma, Melissa, and Carol in March, we kicked 
off the month by commemorating the work of Dr. Seuss whose birthday 
was March 2nd.  With a shelf full of many wonderful books written and 
illustrated by Dr. Seuss (out of his 44), we have been reading, laughing, 
imagining, rhyming, and creating together in the Grizzly room.  One of 
the activities we have worked on was inspired by two of his stories, One 
Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish and There’s a Wocket in my Pocket!   
Grizzlies have put their imaginations to work and created their own 
rhyming Seuss-like characters to create a collaborative book which we 
would like to share with you.   

 
There’s Some Bizzlies in the Grizzlies! 

Written by the Grizzlies 
You may be unaware that we share the Grizzly Room with some peculiar and fascinating 

creatures that we would like to introduce.  It’s comforting to start each day being greeted by the 
LOVIES that live in our CUBBIES. These Lovies are cute and fuzzy and we like to rest with them on 
our mats. Unfortunately not all of our guests are as friendly as the Lovies. We must beware of the 
NHONE that lives inside our PHONE. The Nhone blocks the phone so we can’t call other people.  
It has 10 fingers, 20 legs, 5 eyes, 3 nostrils and swirly hair  Also, when we take our lunches out, we 
must be careful of the BLIGERATOR living in our REFRIGERATOR. He shoots ice cubes out at 
us that he makes in his stomach. How about that DWACK who eats our SNACK? How unfair! 
Hopefully we don’t make a mess while eating or else we must deal with the two GROOMS living in 
our BROOMS! Who could think it’s possible to have a WINK in our SINK and a CLATER inside 
the WATER? When we dry our hands we may mistake the FOWEL for a PAPER TOWEL. He lives 
in between the paper towels and jumps out when someone pulls him. It’s quite the sight, we have a 
BIGHT in our LIGHT and a BINDOW in our WINDOW. Oh man, what do we do with a WAN 
living on top of our FAN? He has to glue his table to the ceiling. Also on the CEILING live a 
HEELING and a KEELING. Underneath our TABLES live the LABLES and CHABLES and 
FABLES and DABLES and BABLES. How do they all fit, you may wonder how we can all sit? It’s a 
good thing only the teachers go into the closets so we don’t have to face the GOSSETS and 
ROSSETS living in the CLOSETS. And poor Carol and Karen, they also have the invisible 
SNEACHERS that lurk behind the TEACHERS. Oh my, there are mysterious creatures everywhere!  
Even upstairs you could encounter the FLOCKS that live with our BLOCKS on the shelves. 
Whenever we go to read a book we may be surprised by the WOOK in that BOOK. We can’t even 
escape into the BATHROOMS because that’s the homes for the DATHROOMS. If we are not 
prepared when it’s time to go home, we blame the MIMER who we discovered lives behind our 
TIMER. He likes to jump up on top of it with his many legs and could be causing our time to be 
inaccurate. It’s reassuring and comforting to be back in the loving presence of our families and homes 
at the end of the day so we can avoid the RARKNESS living in the DARKNESS.   

We wonder who else we could possibly meet in our room. As we share our space with these 
guests, our goal is to teach them how to be cooperative, safe, and respectful. So far, they have been 
teaching us how to have fun, allowing our imaginations to take us wherever we want to be, and 
helping us celebrate our individualities. We hope this story delivers lots of laughter and inspiration.  

Happy Reading and Happy Spring,    Karen and Carol 


